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ciples from the heavens by which we are
to live in these latter days. The time is
drawing near when the Lord is going to
gather out His people from the wicked,
and He is going to cut short His work in
righteousness, and the principles which
He has revealed I have taught to the peo-
ple and they are trying to live according
to them, and they control themselves."

Gentlemen, this is the great secret
now in controlling this people. It is
thought that I control them, but it is not
so. It is as much as I can do to control
myself and to keep myself straight and
teach the people the principles by which
they should live. Do all do it? No, and the
consequence is we see wickedness in the
land. Men do very wrong. Who is guilty?
The Lord? No. The religion we have em-
braced? No. The counsel we have given?
No. I have had the question asked me,
in the days of Joseph, "Mr. Young, I sup-
pose that you would obey Joseph Smith,
let him tell you to do what he might?"
"Well, I think I would." "Suppose that he
should tell you to kill your neighbor or
to steal, or to do this, that or the other,
that is wrong, would you do it?" I would
reply, "Wait till I am told. I have never
yet been told from heaven, by Joseph
Smith, the Old or New Testament, the
Book of Mormon or the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants, to do a wrong thing; and
I will wait until I am, before I say what I
would do; that is time enough."

"Well, have you not committed
wrong?" I may have committed a great
many wrongs for want of judgment or
wisdom—a little here and a little there.
"But have you not done great wrongs?" I
have not. I know what is in the hearts
of almost every person who comes to
this city. It is hurled throughout the
length and breadth of our country like
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lightning that Brigham Young and the
"Mormons" are guilty of doing this, that
and the other, I need not reiterate; and it
is often asked, "Have not you Mormons
been guilty of this or that crime or evil?"
I answer, no, ladies and gentlemen, we
have not. It is the wicked who do these
crimes; it is men who will go to hell;
and then they try to palm them off on
the just and righteous. You can imag-
ine what you please of the stories you
have read about the people of Utah from
the pens of every lying scribbler who has
been here. Imagine what you please, but
write this down, publish it in your lit-
tle paper (the Trans-Continental), that a
Saint will never do wrong if he knows
it. If a man will do a wrong thing will-
fully, he is not a Saint. When you hear of
Brigham Young, and of his brethren who
are in the faith of the holy Gospel, do-
ing this wrong and that wrong, wait until
you find out the truth before you publish
it to the world.

We have been asked a good many
times, "Why do you not publish the truth
in regard to these lies which are circu-
lated about you?" We might do this if
we owned all the papers published in
Christendom. Who will publish a let-
ter from me or my brethren? Who will
publish the truth from us? If it gets
into one paper, it is slipped under the
counter or somewhere else; but it never
gets into a second. They will send forth
lies concerning us very readily. The old
adage is that a lie will creep through the
keyhole and go a thousand miles while
truth is getting out of doors; and our
experience has proved this. We have
not the influence and power necessary
to refute the falsehoods circulated about
us. We depend on God, who sits in
the heavens. Our trust is in Him who
created the heavens, who formed the



