172

world of mankind, of the greatest
philosophers, of the greatest geniuses,
and of the men of the most profound
knowledge on the face of the earth,
Can you tell me where you get your
knowledge? Say some, "The schoolmas-
ter taught me thus and so; my mother
taught me thus and so; or I have learned
it from books." Can you tell me the ori-
gin of this knowledge? Can you direct me
where I can go and get the same knowl-
edge? Was this inherent in you? Was
it developed without any nourishment,
or instruction—without the life and in-
telligence which came from the vision of
the mind? Ask the mechanic—Who in-
fluenced you to bring forth this and that
improvement in mechanism? Who influ-
enced Professor Morse to believe that he
could stretch a wire round this building
or any other, and then, by applying a bat-
tery at one end of the wire, that he could
receive an answer at the other? Who
taught Robert Fulton that he could apply
steam so as to propel a vessel? Did his
mother, his schoolmaster or his preacher
tell him this? No, he would have spurned
the idea.

Now, all this is in my remembrance. I
lived nearby those who assisted Mr. Ful-
ton in building his steamboat. He could
not be dissuaded, by any means, to de-
sist from his operations. I ask what was
it that influenced the mind of Fulton in
this direction? It was that invisible influ-
ence or intelligence that comes from our
Creator, day by day, and night by night,
in dreams and visions of the mind. "I
see it, I know it," said he. I recollect
him telling some of our neighbors who
assisted him in building the first steam
vessel that ever was built, "I know that I
can apply steam so as to propel this ves-
sel from here to New York. I know it just
as well as I live." I recollect a Mr. Curtis,
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a carriage maker, who lived in the State
of New York; said he, "I have a little
property, and I will spend all I have to
assist Mr. Fulton to put his project into
successful operation, for I have faith in
it."

This is a question which I would like
the scientific and philosophic world to
answer, Where do you get your knowl-
edge from? I can answer the question;
they get it from that Supreme Being, a
portion of whose intelligence is in each
and every one. They have it not indepen-
dently; it was not there until put there.
They have the foundation, and they can
improve and add knowledge to knowl-
edge, wisdom to wisdom, light to light,
and intelligence to intelligence. This
power to increase in wisdom and intel-
ligence so that we can know things for
ourselves is within every one of us.

Now, I ask the wise, where did you get
your wisdom? Was it taught you? Yes, I
say it was taught you. By your profes-
sors in college? No, it was taught you
by the influence of the spirit that is in
man, and the inspiration of the Spirit of
God giveth it understanding; and every
creature can thus add intelligence to in-
telligence. We all know that if we learn
one page of a book today, we can learn
another tomorrow, and yet retain that
which we learned previously; and so we
can go on step by step, from day to day,
improving the faculties with which God
has endowed us, until we are filled with
the knowledge of God.

The "Mormons" believe all this. I ask
strangers and the philosophers of the
world, Is there any harm in it? Is it any
harm for you and me to exercise faith in
God? We have faith, we live by faith;
we came to these mountains by faith.
We came here, I often say, though to the
ears of some the expression may sound



