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God. They did not believe in that, and
that was the objection in those days. If
we were to do away with polygamy, it
would only be one feather in the bird, one
ordinance in the Church and kingdom.
Do away with that, then we must do
away with prophets and Apostles, with
revelation and the gifts and graces of the
Gospel, and finally give up our religion
altogether and turn sectarians and do as
the world does, then all would be right.
We just can't do that, for God has com-
manded us to build up His kingdom and
to bear our testimony to the nations of
the earth, and we are going to do it, come
life or come death. He has told us to do
thus, and we shall obey Him in days to
come as we have in days past.

Brethren and sisters, let us exercise
faith; the ancient prophets lived by faith;
it is as necessary for us as for them. I
believe what God has said will be ful-
filled. I believe the Book of Mormon
and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants
will be fulfilled, and all the promises and
prophecies made by the faithful servants
of God. When any man speaks as he
is moved upon by the Holy Ghost, that
is the word of God to the people; and
though the heavens and the earth pass
away, not one jot or tittle of the word
of God will fall unfulfilled. I care not
whether it be by His own voice out of
the heavens; by the ministration of an-
gels; by the voice of a prophet, or by the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost through
His servants, it is the word of God to
the people, it is truth and it will have
its effect and fulfillment. Everything
that has been communicated to us by
revelation I believe to be true; many of
them I know. I have faith and knowl-
edge, both in a degree. I want more;
I wish for more, and all I ask is that
the Lord will enable me to be faith-
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ful. I wish eternal life. I want salva-
tion. This is the object of my life; for
this I embraced "Mormonism." This is
the principle that has sustained me from
the time I entered this Church and king-
dom. This hope sustained me when I
shouldered my knapsack and went forth
to travel and preach without purse or
scrip, thousands of miles through the
United States. This principle of inspi-
ration has sustained the Elders of Is-
rael in every age of the world. It is that
which sustained Joseph Smith from the
day he commenced his career as a ser-
vant of God until the time that he sealed
his testimony with his blood. Somebody
has got to pay the bill for the shedding of
that innocent blood. Shedding innocent
blood has cost the Jews eighteen hun-
dred years of suffering, mourning, woe,
and destruction; it has cost this nation
already four years of war, with two mil-
lions of men laid in the dust, and four
thousand million dollars in money; and
woe be to that nation, tongue or people
that sheds the blood of the Saints of God,
or undertakes to oppose the work of God
in this or any other generation. They will
have to reap what they sow; for what
you sow you will reap, and the reward
you mete will be rewarded to you again,
whether you are Saints or sinners, in all
nations, kindreds, tongues, and people
under the whole heavens.

This is the position that we occupy.
This warfare is not between man and
man but between God and the world. If
the Lord does not defend the Latter-day
Saints we cannot defend ourselves. We
can do what is required of us, but God
Himself has to defend us. He has done
it and He will continue to do it until the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, or un-
til his kingdom triumphs on the earth.
This is my faith; and I would rather, to-



