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people should exercise faith in them, no
matter what may be transpiring in the
outside world. We have had the pow-
ers of wicked men and devils to contend
with. We may say that the devil is mad;
he is stirred up against Zion; he knows
that his reign will last but a little season
longer.

This arch enemy of God and man,
called the devil, the "son of the morning,"
who dwells here on the earth, is a per-
sonage of great power; he has great in-
fluence and knowledge. He understands
that if this kingdom, which he rebelled
against in heaven, prevails on the earth,
there will be no dominion here for him.
He has great influence over the children
of men; he labors continually to destroy
them. He labored to destroy them in
heaven; he labored to destroy the works
of God in heaven, and he had to be cast
out. He is here, mighty among the chil-
dren of men. There is a vast number
of fallen spirits, cast out with him, here
on the earth. They do not die and dis-
appear; they have not bodies only as
they enter the tabernacles of men. They
have not organized bodies, and are not
to be seen with the sight of the eye. But
there are many evil spirits amongst us,
and they labor to overthrow the Church
and kingdom of God. There never was
a prophet in any age of the world but
what the devil was continually at his el-
bow. This was the case with Jesus him-
self. The devil followed him continu-
ally trying to draw him from his pur-
poses and to prevent him carrying out
the great work of God. You see this man-
ifested when he took Jesus on to the lofti-
est pinnacle of the temple and showed
him all the glory of the world, telling
him that he would give him all this if he
would fall down and worship him. The
poor devil did not own a foot of land nor

anything else! The earth was made by
and belonged to the Lord and was His
footstool. Yet the devil offered that to Je-
sus which was not his own. Jesus said
unto him, "Get thee behind me, Satan."

This same character was with the dis-
ciples as well as with their master. He
is with the Latter-day Saints; and he
or his emissaries are with all men try-
ing to lead them astray. He rules in the
hearts of the inhabitants of the earth.
They are governed and guided by him far
more than by the power of God. This is
strange, still it is true. See the wicked-
ness in the world. See the abomina-
tions with which the earth is deluged,
causing it to groan under the burden.
Where does this evil come from? From
the works of the devil. Everything that
leads to good is from God, while every-
thing that leads to evil is from the devil.
Here are the two powers. How many on
the earth are honoring God, acknowledg-
ing His hand in all things and keeping
His commandments? Very few. Just the
same today as in the days of Noah. We
read that one of a family and two of a
city will be gathered to Zion in the last
days. Out of twelve hundred millions,
that dwell on the face of the earth, we,
after forty years' labor, have succeeded
in gathering a few thousands together to
the valleys of the mountains. The num-
bers are very few; but this few should be
faithful.

Last Sabbath, those who were here
listened to a discourse from brother
George Q. Cannon, in which he delivered
his testimony concerning Joseph Smith
and President Young. I thought to my-
self, it seemed a kind of a queer idea
that, at this late date, one of the Apos-
tles should be called upon to stand up
in the sacred desk and defend the char-
acters of these men as prophets and


