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every requirement and obeyed every law,
even that of baptism, when he was im-
mersed in the Jordan by John, who held
the Aaronic Priesthood and the keys of
baptism for the remission of sins. Bap-
tism was a righteous law; in fact, it was
the law of God to save the children of
men, and Jesus was the door, and he, al-
though free from sin and guile, complied
with it as an ensample to his disciples
and the rest of the children of men.

The Apostles, in their labors, had
to work on the same principle that the
Saints in both former and latter days
have had to work upon—namely the
principle of faith. Joseph Smith had to
work by faith. It is true that he had
a knowledge of a great many things, as
the Saints in former days had, but in
many things he had to exercise faith.
He believed he was fulfilling the prophe-
cies of the ancient prophets. He knew
that God had called him, but in the es-
tablishment of His kingdom he had to
work continually by faith. The Church
was organized on the 6th of April, 1830,
with six members, but Joseph had faith
that the kingdom thus commenced, like
a grain of mustard seed, would become
a great Church and kingdom upon the
earth; and from that day until the day
on which he sealed his testimony with
his blood, his whole life was as if wad-
ing through the deep waters of persecu-
tion and oppression, received from the
hands of his fellow men. He had all this
to endure through faith, and he was true,
faithful and valiant in the testimony of
Jesus to the day of his death.

All the labors that we have per-
formed from that day until the present
have been by faith, and we, as Latter-
day Saints, should seek to cherish
and grow in this principle, that we
may have faith in every revelation
and promise and in every word of
the Lord, that has been given in

the Bible, Book of Mormon and Doctrine
and Covenants, for they will surely come
to pass as the Lord God lives, for the un-
belief of this generation will not make
the truths of God without effect.

When the members of Zion's Camp
were called, many of us had never beheld
each others' faces; we were strangers to
each other and many had never seen the
prophet. We had been scattered abroad,
like corn sifted in a sieve, throughout the
nation. We were young men, and were
called upon in that early day to go up
and redeem Zion, and what we had to
do we had to do by faith. We assem-
bled together from the various States at
Kirtland and went up to redeem Zion, in
fulfillment of the commandment of God
unto us. God accepted our works as
He did the works of Abraham. We ac-
complished a great deal, though apos-
tates and unbelievers many times asked
the question, "What have you done?"
We gained an experience that we never
could have gained in any other way. We
had the privilege of beholding the face
of the prophet, and we had the privilege
of traveling a thousand miles with him,
and seeing the workings of the Spirit of
God with him, and the revelations of Je-
sus Christ unto him and the fulfillment
of those revelations. And he gathered
some two hundred Elders from through-
out the nation in that early day and sent
us broadcast into the world to preach
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Had I not
gone up with Zion's Camp I should not
have been here today, and I presume that
would have been the case with many oth-
ers in this Territory. By going there we
were thrust into the vineyard to preach
the Gospel, and the Lord accepted our
labors. And in all our labors and persecu-
tions, with lives often at stake, we have
had to work and live by faith.


