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for righteousness?" No, I expect not. I
expect it was to chasten me and make
me better. I never attributed the driv-
ing of the Saints from Jackson County
to anything but that it was necessary to
chasten them and prepare them to build
up Zion. They were driven from Ohio to
Missouri, from Missouri to Illinois, and
from Illinois here, only for the advance-
ment of Zion and the work of God on the
earth. I do not complain of persecution.
I have left a great deal of property in dif-
ferent States, considerable in Ohio, Mis-
souri, and Illinois. Do I care anything
about it? No, we have more land here
than we can occupy. God led us from a
sickly to a healthy country, and I thank
him for it. Were the Latter-day Saints
driven time after time on account of their
sins? One of the first revelations that
God gave to Joseph Smith was for the
gathering of Israel, and when the people
came to Jackson County, Missouri, they
were as far from believing and obeying
that revelation as the east is from the
west, and a great deal further, for the
east joins the west; but the people were
so far from obeying that revelation that
they scarcely complied with it in one in-
stance. They were ignorant and had nei-
ther eyes to see, ears to hear, nor hearts
to understand, and God suffered their
enemies to drive them. What were we
driven for? Was it because of polygamy?
No, for that was not known generally un-
til after our arrival in these valleys, al-
though we received the revelation years
before. The accusation brought against
the Latter-day Saints was that they tam-
pered with the slaves in Missouri, with
the design of setting them free, and be-
cause of this the people were driven,
and the Lord suffered it. But I ask
did the Latter-day Saints ever suffer in
Missouri as the Missourians did in the

late struggle? No, not a drop in a
bucket compared with it. The Mis-
sourians have been driven from their
houses and hung up, their property con-
fiscated, their women and children mur-
dered, and every conceivable evil has
been heaped upon them. Did we ever suf-
fer like that? In very few instances; and
it is a shame for the Latter-day Saints
ever to talk about suffering.

What are we doing here, for the peo-
ple that we are gathering from the na-
tions? The majority of those that we
gather are from the poorest that can be
found; we gather a few scientific and
learned men, but the great majority are
the poor and the ignorant. We take them
and we calculate to make them rich; we
have taken the foolish and we calculate
to make them wise; we take the weak
and we calculate to make them strong.
We calculate to build up this people un-
til they know as much as any other peo-
ple on the face of the earth, in mechan-
ics, in the arts and sciences, and in ev-
ery true principle of philosophy. All true
wisdom that mankind have they have re-
ceived from God, whether they know it or
not. There is no ingenious mind that has
ever invented anything beneficial to the
human family but what he obtained it
from that One Source, whether he knows
or believes it or not. There is only one
source from whence men obtain wisdom,
and that is God, the fountain of all wis-
dom; and though men may claim to make
their discoveries by their own wisdom,
by meditation and reflection, they are in-
debted to our Father in heaven for all.

We calculate to make this people
just as wise and prudent as they
will be made and just as humble as
they will be made. When I look
at the world of mankind and see
their pomp, splendor, covetousness, and


