
THE LORD'S SUPPER, ETC. 143

their diversity—the mountain piercing
the clouds with its snowy peaks, the
mighty river, fertilizing, in its course to
the sea, the valleys and plains in every
direction, the sun in his glory at mid-
day, the moon in her silvery splendor,
and the myriad organizations from man
to the minutest form of insect life, all
giving the most irrefutable evidence of a
designer and creator of infinite wisdom,
skill and power, and yet he says there
is no Deity, no Supreme Ruler, but all
is the result of blind chance. How pre-
posterous! Now, here is a book called
the Bible. It is enclosed in what we call
the cover, consisting of boards, paper and
leather. Within the covers we see a vast
amount of writing—syllables, words and
sentences; now if we say there never was
a person to compose, write, print or bind
this book, but that it is here wholly as
the result of chance, we shall only give
expression to the faith, if faith it can
be called, of those who are termed infi-
dels; in fact this is infidelity. I do not
want to say much about it, it is too vain!
In my travels and labors I have met a
great many persons who have desired to
contend about the principles I taught,
though I am happy to say I have passed
through the world thus far without a dis-
cussion. My grounds have always been,
when out preaching, "If you have a truth
and I have errors, I will give you ten
errors for one truth just as long as we
have any to exchange; and if in setting
my views before the people you say that
any portion of the principles I preach is
untrue, you must prove it or be forever
silent; and if I affirm that anything you
have to deliver to the people is false, I
must prove it or forever hold my peace."
On these grounds I have been free from
discussions. So much for infidelity and
debating.

The Gospel that we preach is the

power of God unto salvation; and the
first principle of that Gospel is, as I have
already said, faith in God, and faith in
Jesus Christ His Son our Savior. We
must believe that he is the character he
is represented to be in the holy Scrip-
tures. Believe that he told the truth
when he said to his disciples, "Go ye forth
and preach the gospel to every creature.
He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned." We must believe that this
same Jesus was crucified for the sins of
the world, that is for the original sin,
not the actual individual transgressions
of the people; not but that the blood of
Christ will cleanse from all sin, all who
are disposed to act their part by repen-
tance, and faith in his name. But the
original sin was atoned for by the death
of Christ, although its effects we still
see in the diseases, tempers, and every
species of wickedness with which the hu-
man family is afflicted. Again, if our
Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are
lost. There is not a spiritually minded
man in the world who reads the Bible
but will acknowledge that the Elders of
Israel, the Latter-day Saints, proclaim
the Gospel, precisely, as Jesus and his
apostles proclaimed it. Is this heresy? I
pause and ask the question of the Chris-
tian world, is this heresy? Do not my
brethren believe in the Bible? Do not
all the Christian world say that they be-
lieve in the Bible? They do. Then if we
preach Jesus and him crucified as the
apostles did, and as they have left it on
record, what more can be said? Is there
any harm or sin in this? No; for this
pertains to the Gospel of life and salva-
tion. Jesus set in his Church, so say
his apostles, firstly, apostles. Now I will
ask the religious and philosophical world
if they have ever obtained any informa-


