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the ground of these United States for
vengeance upon the heads of their perse-
cutors and murderers. Has this been ful-
filled? In the history of this people and
Church during the last forty years I read
concerning our drivings from Jackson
County, Missouri; from Kirtland, Ohio;
of our drivings from Clay County, Mis-
souri, and from Caldwell County to Ray,
and out of many counties in the western
part of Missouri into Illinois.

The word concerning the driving of
the people from Illinois, westward to the
Rocky Mountains, in the article of the
treaty got up by the mobocrats, was that
"we must not stop short of the Rocky
Mountains, but that we must go beyond
them." Were any lives lost in those terri-
ble persecutions, or was it merely prop-
erty taken away from the Saints, with-
out paying them a cent, in the shape of
thousands of acres of land which they
had paid the Government for, and com-
fortable houses? If it had been only our
houses and lands it would have been bad
enough; but lives were taken—innocent
men, women, and children were shot
down. I might go on and relate some of
the circumstances, but I dislike to dwell
on the subject; it is apt to kindle up old
nature in one's heart, therefore I will
leave that topic. Suffice it to say that
the blood of hundreds, and I might al-
most say thousands, will be required at
the hands of this nation unless the peo-
ple repent.

Where is our prophet who translated
this book, that noble youth whom God
raised up when only between fourteen
and fifteen years of age? Where is that
noble boy to whom God sent His an-
gel, and to whom He gave the Urim
and Thummim, and to whom He en-
trusted the original golden plates from
which this book was translated? He fell a

martyr to his religion under this free
Government of the United States. Where
is the Patriarch of our Church, the
brother of our Prophet? He, too, was shot
down at the same time. By whom? By
people who were painted black for the oc-
casion, and who boasted of their bloody
deeds in Hancock County, Illinois. Some
of them are still alive in that county, and
to this day boast of their bloody deeds in
persecuting the Latter-day Saints.

Many scores of our people were
wasted away, and their blood soaks the
soil of this great government, crying
aloud to the heavens for vengeance on
those who shed the blood of the mar-
tyrs, and who persecuted God's people
and sent them forth, as they supposed,
to perish in the heart of the Great Amer-
ican Desert.

Not only will they who committed
these deeds be brought to judgment, but
those also who stood back behind the
screen and said, "How glad I am, Joe
Smith is now dead, the Mormon Patri-
arch Hyrum Smith is shot down, and
we have killed many of their followers,
men, women and children. They have
been driven five times from their loca-
tions and settlements and been robbed of
millions of dollars' worth of property and
we are enjoying it, and it is all right. Joe
Smith ought to have been killed before,
long ago."

This seemed to be the feeling of a
great many people in the American na-
tion. They sanctioned the shedding of
innocent blood, if they did not actually
shed it themselves and God will require
it at their hands. Will He require any-
thing at the hands of our nation, in a
national capacity, in regard to this mat-
ter? Was it not within their power to
protect us on the lands which we pur-
chased from the General Government?
We did not purchase, to any extent, land


