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kingdom of God upon the earth, with all
its ordinances, gifts, powers and bless-
ings, that the people might have the
old, ancient religion, even the fulness
of the blessings of that Gospel that was
preached eighteen hundred years ago.

Another object that the Lord had in
view was to gather His people out from
all nations before the coming of the great
and terrible judgments which are pro-
nounced in this ancient record of the
Nephites. God has said, concerning the
nation which should inherit this land in
the latter days, when this work should
be brought forth, if they would not re-
pent of their sins and hearken to the ser-
vants of God who should be sent forth
among them, if they would reject this di-
vine record which He should bring forth
by His power, if they would fight against
His Church and His Zion, that when
they were fully ripened in iniquity they
should be cut off from the face of this
land. And for this reason He would
gather out from their midst His people
and assemble them in one.

This is all predicted in the Book
of Mormon. And remember this was
in print before the organization of the
Church took place. The Church was or-
ganized on the 6th of April, 1830, and
consisted of six members only; but the
Book of Mormon was in print before that.
How did Joseph Smith, if an impostor,
as he is represented to be by a great
many of the world, foretell events that
have been taking place during the past
forty years? How could he know that
this book would be received beyond his
own neighborhood, or ever extend be-
yond the limits of the State of New York?
How did he know it would go beyond the
limits of this continent and across the
ocean and spread forth among many na-
tions? "Well," says one, "he might have

guessed it." Yes, but guesses are very un-
certain indeed. Many people may con-
jecture, and think that such and such
things will be the case; but when it
comes to enumerating particulars in re-
gard to the future, if a man is not in-
spired of God, how liable he is to fall into
ten thousand errors!

Now this book predicted, not only the
spread of this work among this people or
nation, but also that it would go forth
to all people, nations and tongues un-
der the whole heavens. Forty years only
have passed away, and how much of this
has been fulfilled already! This book has
been translated into eight different lan-
guages and spread forth upon the islands
of the sea—the Sandwich Islands, the
Society Islands, Australia, New Zealand,
Hindostan, and has gone forth to the na-
tions of Europe and has penetrated to al-
most every nation under heaven in the
course, only, of forty years.

Has there been any gathering, ac-
cording to the predictions of this book?
For it not only predicts the organization
and rising up of the kingdom of God in
the latter days when it should go forth,
but it also speaks of the great gather-
ing together of His people. Has this
been fulfilled? What do I now see be-
fore me? Several thousand people lis-
tening to me in the midst of one of the
most frightful deserts of the North Amer-
ican continent; that is, it was fright-
ful, so much so that Fremont and oth-
ers could not traverse it, with any de-
gree of safety, unless a large company
was with them; and even, with all the
means he had at his command, Fremont
could not travel through these deserts
without losing a great many of his men.
It was a parched up, dry and sterile coun-
try, and it looked as though an agri-
cultural people never could possess it
with any degree of advantage. This


