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by pursuing a direction further north,
until we reached a point on the east fork
of Grand River, where the President's
company commenced a settlement called
Garden Grove, then another called Pis-
gah was commenced on the west fork of
the same river. These streams and a
number of others had to be bridged at
a heavy expense, which was done by the
advanced parties. Our travel west of the
settlements, before we reached the Mis-
souri River, was about 300 miles. The
country was in the possession of Pot-
tawattamie Indians. They, however, had
sold their lands to the United States,
and were to give possession the follow-
ing year. We were delayed building ferry
boats and crossing the Missouri River.
A large portion of our people crossed
at a point now known as Omaha city;
some crossed a little below, at Bellevue,
or what we sometimes termed Whiskey
Point, there being some missionaries and
Indian traders there, who occupied their
time in selling whiskey to and swindling
the Indians.

We were met there by Captain James
Allen, of United States dragoons, with
an order from the War Department to
enroll five hundred volunteers for the
war in Mexico. The volunteers were en-
rolled in a very few days. A portion of
our wagons had crossed the Missouri at
this time, and the residue of our people,
from whom the volunteers were drawn,
were scattered on the way two hundred
miles towards Nauvoo. The men, how-
ever, volunteered, leaving their fami-
lies and teams on the prairies without
protectors, and very materially weak-
ened the camp, because they were the
flower of the people. They marched di-
rect for Leavenworth, and there received
the arms of infantry, and then marched
for California by way of Santa Fe. Their
commander, Lieutenant-Colonel Allen,

died at Leavenworth, and they were sub-
sequently placed under the command
of Lieutenant-Colonel P. Saint George
Cooke. They made a march of 2050
miles, to San Diego. History may be
searched in vain for a parallel to this
march of infantry. During a portion of
this route they were on three-quarter
rations, a portion on half rations, and
a large portion of it on quarter rations
of bread, their only meat being such
draught animals as were unable to pro-
ceed further. They were, at one time,
temporarily relieved from this pressure
through an encounter with a herd of wild
bulls. These men were discharged on the
coast of California; but the Government,
finding it necessary to maintain some
show of force in the southern part of Cal-
ifornia, requested a company of them to
reenlist, which they did, and served for a
term of six months.

The departure of all these men from
our party, left a great burden on the
shoulders of those who remained. Pres-
ident Young gathered them together to
a place now called Florence, which we
denominated Winter Quarters. While
there we built seven hundred log houses,
one water-power and several horse mills
for grinding grain, and some hundred
and fifty dugouts, being a kind of cave
dug in the earth, or houses half under-
ground.

We gathered up the families of the
battalion the best we could, but a great
many were sick. Our exposures through
the season, being deprived of vegetable
food, and the overwork through so much
bridge and road making, brought on sick-
ness; and all who were in Winter Quar-
ters remember it as being a place where
a great many persons were afflicted, and
many died.

Our brethren who were on the other
side of the river established camps in


