HISTORICAL ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT GEO. A. SMITH.

granted to us a liberal charter, for the
term of perpetual succession, and under
its provisions private rights have become
invested, and the largest city in the State
has grown up, numbering about twenty
thousand inhabitants.

"But, sir, the startling attitude re-
cently assumed by the State of Illinois
forbids us to think that her designs are
any less vindictive than those of Mis-
souri. She has already used the military
of the State, with the Executive at their
head, to coerce and surrender up our
best men to unparalleled murder, and
that, too, under the most sacred pledges
of protection and safety. As a salve for
such unearthly perfidy and guilt, she
told us, through her highest Executive
officer, that the laws should be magni-
fied, and the murderers brought to jus-
tice; but the blood of her innocent victims
had not been wholly wiped from the floor
of the awful arena, where the citizens of
a sovereign State pounced upon two de-
fenseless servants of God, our Prophet
and our Patriarch, before the Senate of
that State rescued one of the indicted ac-
tors in that mournful tragedy from the
sheriff of Hancock County, and gave him
an honorable seat in her halls of legisla-
tion. And all others who were indicted
by the grand jury of Hancock County
for the murders of Generals Joseph and
Hyrum Smith, are suffered to roam at
large, watching for further prey.

"To crown the climax of those bloody
deeds, the State has repealed all those
chartered rights by which we might
have defended ourselves against aggres-
sors. If we defend ourselves hereafter
against violence, whether it comes un-
der the shadow of law or otherwise (for
we have reason to expect it both ways),
we shall then be charged with treason,
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and suffer the penalty; and if we con-
tinue passive and nonresistant, we must
certainly expect to perish, for our ene-
mies have sworn it.

"And here, sir, permit us to state that
General Joseph Smith, during this short
life, was arraigned at the bar of his coun-
try about fifty times, charged with crim-
inal offenses, but was acquitted every
time by his country, or rather his re-
ligious opponents almost invariably be-
ing his judges. And we further tes-
tify, that as a people we are law-abiding,
peaceable, and without crimes; and we
challenge the world to prove the con-
trary. And while other less cities in Illi-
nois have had special courts instituted to
try their criminals, we have been stript
of every source of arraigning marauders
and murderers who are prowling around
to destroy us, except the common magis-
tracy.

"With these facts before you, sir, will
you write to us without delay, as a father
and friend, and advise us what to do? We
are, many of us, citizens of your State,
and all members of the same great con-
federacy. Our fathers, nay, some of us,
have fought and bled for our country, and
we love her dearly.

"In the name of Israel's God, and by
virtue of multiplied ties of country and
kindred, we ask your friendly interposi-
tion in our favor. Will it be too much
to ask you to convene a special session
of your State Legislature, and furnish
us an asylum where we can enjoy our
rights of conscience and religion unmo-
lested? Or will you in a special mes-
sage to that body, when convened, recom-
mend a remonstrance against such un-
hallowed acts of oppression and expatri-
ation, as this people have continued to
receive from the States of Missouri and
IMlinois? Or will you favor us by your
personal influence, and by your official



