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be used for hurtful purposes? No; it will
be used for beneficial ends, for the ame-
lioration of the condition of the human
family, for the practical inauguration of
these great and glorious principles which
God has revealed; and it is to bring you
to this condition that the elders are la-
boring as they are; it is to bring you to
this oneness that they labor as they do
continually—that they travel and preach
to and exhort the Saints all the day long
to listen to the counsels of God.

Although it has been deferred a
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good while it will yet be accomplished
and fulfilled and the people brought to a
condition that is desired.

Much more might be said on this sub-
ject; but I am intruding on your time.
May God bless you, my brethren and sis-
ters, and prepare us, as a people, to re-
ceive the revelations of His will, which
are true and perfect and intended to ele-
vate and exalt us, and to bring us back
into His presence, there to be crowned
with glory and immortality: which I pray
may be the case with us all in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.
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The circumstances by which we are
surrounded are such as to cause feel-
ing of no ordinary character. In all
the Conferences held hitherto, in this
city and in Nauvoo, we have enjoyed
the society of our late lamented Presi-
dent, Heber C. Kimball; and his being
called away from a useful field in which
he had long labored, should remind us
that each of us, at any moment, may be
called to close our career here for time,
and to await our reward in the resur-
rection. We can but rejoice that our
brother, in his long life and labors in
the Church, was a pattern of humility,
faith and diligence, and was instrumen-
tal in the hands of God in bringing many
thousands to a knowledge of the truth.

The blow which has fallen upon us in be-
ing deprived of his company, counsel and
instruction, should remind us of the ne-
cessity of diligence in the discharge of all
our duties, that, like him, we may be pre-
pared to inherit celestial glory, and to as-
sociate with Joseph and Hyrum Smith
and David Patten, and the martyrs who
have gone before.

The incidents that have been brought
to our notice by our brethren who have
spoken during the Conference, give rise
to a series of reflections in relation to our
early history as a people, which, I pre-
sume, it would be well for us all to re-
view. There are some in this Territory
who have been in the Church thirty-six,



