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the minds of the Saints, but more partic-
ularly within the last four or five years.
It is essentially necessary that we should
receive them now, for upon the recep-
tion and proper carrying out of this Or-
der hinges the prosperity, development
and triumph of the kingdom of God on
the earth; and unless we as a people ar-
rive at such a standard of faith and per-
fection as to practically carry them out,
we are assured, on the best of author-
ity, that we cannot be permitted to go
back and build up the Center Stake and
fully accomplish the redemption of Zion.
The consequences involved in not being
able to accomplish that are familiar to
the minds of those who are members of
the Church of Jesus Christ, especially if
they are old members. One of the great-
est calamities that could be thought of by
us as a congregation, or a Church, today,
would be to learn from the Lord through
His servants that we should not be per-
mitted to go back to build up the Cen-
ter Stake of Zion. The edict pronounced
by the prophet Moses, when he told Is-
rael that not one who had arrived at
the age of twenty-one years should ever
enter the "Promised Land," had not a
greater effect upon Israel than the prohi-
bition I have just referred to would have
upon the Latter-day Saints. We can real-
ize, then, the importance of adopting and
carrying out the principles that will pre-
pare us for that great work.

It is not to be expected that we
shall attain to perfection in the car-
rying out of such principles at once.
That is not the way we have progressed
in the past; our progress has been
gradual. It has been from principle
to principle, from knowledge to knowl-
edge, one step after another until we
have reached the point for which we
have aimed. And so it will be with
the principles pertaining to the "Order

of Enoch"—we shall take step after step,
progressing from one point to another
until we have reached the point that
God, our Heavenly Father, has designed
us to attain to.

When we look abroad among the na-
tions of the earth we see a great many
evils in existence—evils that have ex-
isted for many centuries; in fact, they
have existed from the earliest ages of
which we have any account until the
present time, in every nation and among
all people. Our own nation is a case
in point. When the foundations of
the Government were laid, and liberty
proclaimed throughout the length and
breadth of the land, it was anticipated
that this nation would grow to a pitch
of glory and attain to a greatness and
power that no other nation on the face
of the earth had ever attained. Every-
thing was favorable to this: a free Gov-
ernment had been established; a conti-
nent of almost illimitable extent spread
itself before the people, and all that was
necessary to develop its boundless re-
sources was population, and industry on
the part of that population. But lit-
tle over ninety years have elapsed since
the foundations of our Government were
laid, and in that time we have grown
to be a great people; but that which
has been enacted in other nations has
been reenacted here. The evils that have
flourished so long in what is called the
Old World have been transplanted to this
land. If Western men travel through
the Eastern States they are struck with
the great distinction of classes that ex-
ist there. There is an aristocracy of
wealth fast growing up there; and at
the same time there is another class in
degradation and poverty, utterly unable
to obtain the blessings and comforts of
life. This is owing to various causes, the
chief of which is the incorrect organiza-
tion of society. It is so in Europe and in


