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the love of the truth and are faithful to
the laws God gives to them, they will
make themselves the elect through their
faithfulness; and they will be the elect of
God.

It was observed here this morning, in
relation to the building up of the king-
dom of God, that many think they have
the privilege of doing just as they please.
We have only the privilege to do right.
There is not an iota in the revelations,
from Adam down to the present day, but
what requires strict obedience. They
who cannot abide a celestial law—the
law that God has revealed for the sancti-
fication of His people to prepare them to
enter into the presence of the Father and
the Son, should try and abide a lesser
law, but they must expect a lower glory,
a secondary glory. If they cannot abide
the celestial law, and can abide a lesser
law, then they will receive the blessings
of that law, and whatever law they abide
they will receive the blessings thereof.
The Lord has been pleased to reveal unto
the people His law by which they can
be sanctified and return into His pres-
ence. Latter-day Saints observe this law.
What shall we say to them? Teach them
the law of God. How easy it is? Is it
easy to be understood! Yes, very easy;
it can be summed up in these words: Do
right, love God, and keep His command-
ments. Take the moral code that the
Lord has revealed and let it be strictly
followed out; and what man or woman
would ever infringe upon the rights of his
or her neighbor? They would never do
it; they would do good to their neighbor
all the day long. If we would observe the
moral law which God has given us, we
would be honest with our neighbors and
ourselves; and every man and woman
belonging to the kingdom of God would
speak truly and honestly. Would they be
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honest with regard to their dealings?
Yes. If we give our word, it should be
just as good as a bond that can be en-
sured and be made strong and powerful
by securities. Our word should be just
as good as all the words that can be spo-
ken, or all the names that can be written.
If we write what we say, we will keep
that word. Will we oppress the widow
and the fatherless? No. The hireling
in his wages? No; we will give them all
that they can do or earn and then a little
more; and if anyone comes to us that is
poor, in distress and in want, turn him
not away empty handed. "Give to him
that asketh, and from him that would
borrow turn thou not away."

This people do this pretty well. There
is not much complaint on this score. I do
not think there is a house in these moun-
tains where a Latter-day Saint lives,
that a person can go to and ask for a
meal of victuals, where he would not get
it if the people living in the house had
it in their possession. I do not think he
or she could ask to stay overnight and be
refused the privilege. That is saying a
good deal for a community. Would we be
honest in returning that which we have
found to the owner? We would. Would we
ever take that which is not our own? We
would not. Would we be honest in our
labor? We would. Would we be honest
in our merchandising? We would. Would
we be honest in every respect? We would.
Would we take usury? I hope to see the
day when there will be no such thing
as one man taking usury from another.
But it is not so now; people do not come
to this; we do not expect them to do so
while they follow the spirit of the world.
But these are things they have to learn
when they gather together. Will there be
any extortion, any selling our goods for a



