HISTORICAL DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT G. A. SMITH.

would be exhausted, and then, after pay-
ing their expenses, the most of them had
nothing left but a hole in the ground,
but the men who went to work here on
their five or ten acre lots, or even on their
city lots of an acre and a quarter, in the
course of a year or two had a snug little
home. The result was that those who re-
mained at home and diligently attended
to agricultural pursuits were the most
successful.

But among the strangers traveling
through the Territory to the mines were
many men of desperate character, and
they would cause trouble by killing In-
dians near the settlements. One diffi-
culty occurred here in the north—a band
of men from Missouri shot some squaws
who were riding on horseback, and took
their horses; in revenge for this the Indi-
ans made an attack on our northern set-
tlements. Similar occurrences took place
in the south. The result was we were
troubled with expensive Indian wars,
caused by the acts, not of our own peo-
ple, but of those over whom we had no
control, and in some instances through
the acts of men who would rather en-
tail trouble upon us than not. In con-
sequence of outrages inflicted on the In-
dians, we were under the necessity of
keeping ourselves armed and having in
our midst a vigilant militia. In the
year 1853, the inhabitants found it nec-
essary to encircle this city with a wall
of earth, at a cost of $34,000, which
they did for the purpose of preventing
the Indians stealing their horses, and
to enable the small police force to pro-
tect the city from their depredations.
From that period the Indians have made
very little inroad on the property inside
this city. There is, among the Indians
in these mountains, an innate principle
to steal anything and everything that
lies unguarded in their way. When the
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number of horses, sheep, and cattle, that
the people throughout the Territory have
raised, is considered, the number stolen
by the Indians is surprisingly small. Yet
some of the outside counties have suf-
fered severely and are suffering today
from thieving bands from neighboring
Territories. In their intercourse with the
Indians they have acted on the principle
that it is cheaper to feed them than to
fight them. In all cases they have treated
them with the strictest justice as far as
possible, and have maintained their re-
lations with them in a manner truly as-
tonishing.

We look around today and behold our
city clothed with verdure and beautified
with trees and flowers, with streams of
water running in almost every direction,
and the question is frequently asked,
"How did you ever find this place?" I
answer, we were led to it by the in-
spiration of God. After the death of
Joseph Smith, when it seemed as if ev-
ery trouble and calamity had come upon
the Saints, Brigham Young, who was
President of the Twelve, then the pre-
siding Quorum of the Church, sought
the Lord to know what they should do,
and where they should lead the peo-
ple for safety, and while they were fast-
ing and praying daily on this subject,
President Young had a vision of Joseph
Smith, who showed him the mountain
that we now call Ensign Peak, imme-
diately north of Salt Lake City, and
there was an ensign fell upon that peak,
and Joseph said, "Build under the point
where the colors fall and you will pros-
per and have peace." The Pioneers had
no pilot or guide, none among them had
ever been in the country or knew any-
thing about it. However, they trav-
eled under the direction of President
Young until they reached this valley.
When they entered it President young



