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were generally able to buy from forty
acres to a section of land, and in a few
months, by their untiring industry, they
began to prosper and flourish in a man-
ner almost astonishing.

In about two years, however, they
met with opposition; a mob assembled
and tore down their printing office, broke
open their mercantile house, scattered
their goods to the four winds. They also
seized their Bishop and presiding El-
ders, and inflicted upon them personal
abuse, such as whipping, and daubing
them with tar and feathers, while oth-
ers were mutilated and killed, which fi-
nally resulted, in the month of Novem-
ber, 1833, in the expulsion from the
county of Jackson of about fifteen hun-
dred people; about three hundred of their
houses were burned to ashes.

During the period of the residence
of the Saints in this county there had
never been a lawsuit of any description
instituted against any of them; if there
had been any violation of law amongst
them, there were ample means to have
had the law enforced, because the offi-
cers, both civil and military, were not
of their faith. But the real facts of the
case were, the Saints were regarded as
fanatics; and one of the main points in a
declaration published against them was,
that they, "blasphemously professed to
heal the sick with holy oil." In accor-
dance with the instructions of St. James,
contained in his epistle, 5th chap. and
14th verse, it has ever been a prac-
tice in the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints from its organization,
when any are sick among them, to send
for the Elders of the Church to anoint
such with oil and pray for them, be-
lieving the Apostle James, "that the
prayer of faith will save the sick." This
item of faith is still practiced in all the
branches of the Church, and thousands

and tens of thousands bear testimony
at the present time of the miraculous
healings that have been effected by the
power of God through these administra-
tions. Yet at that period it was made
a crime, and was one of the principal
charges on which the Latter-day Saints
were expelled from Jackson County.

From this county the Saints were
driven to Clay County, and most of
them remained there about three years,
during which time they performed a
great amount of labor for the people of
Clay County, for the inhabitants were
mostly new settlers who possessed noth-
ing seemingly in the way of property
save Indian corn, hogs, and cattle. They
hired the Saints to labor, who made
brick, built fine houses, and enlarged
their farms, erected mills, and, in fact,
acquired considerable property by indus-
try in laboring for the people in Clay
County. The mob of Jackson County en-
deavored to stir up the people of Clay
against the Saints, which culminated
in a request on the part of the peo-
ple of Clay that the Latter-day Saints
would leave. They accordingly hunted
out a new county without inhabitants
and almost without timber, called Cald-
well County, and moved into it, purchas-
ing land and occupying it, of which they
were the sole inhabitants. They also
spread out into the adjoining new coun-
ties, onto the unoccupied land, and pur-
chased and improved it.

From the best of my recollection
the Latter-day Saints paid the United
States Government some $318,000 for
land in the State of Missouri, but
yet, in the winter and early spring
of 1839, they were expelled from that
State, with the entire loss of their
lands and improvements and most of
their personal property, under an ex-
terminating order from Lilburn W.
Boggs, Governor of that State, requiring


