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verse.] He sought the Lord by day and
by night, and was enlightened by the vi-
sion of an holy angel. When this per-
sonage appeared to him, one of his first
inquiries was, "Which of the denomina-
tions of Christians in the vicinity was
right?" He was told they had all gone
astray, they had wandered into dark-
ness, and that God was about to restore
the Gospel in its simplicity and purity
to the earth; he was, consequently, di-
rected not to join any one of them, but
to be humble and seek the Lord with all
his heart, and that from time to time he
should be taught and instructed in rela-
tion to the right way to serve the Lord.

These visions continued from time
to time, and in 1830 he published to
the world the translation of the book
now known as the "Book of Mormon,"
and on the 6th of April of that year,
having received the authority by special
revelation, organized the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, which
was composed of six members—namely,
Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, Hyrum
Smith, Peter Whitmer, Jun., Samuel H.
Smith, and David Whitmer.

The family of Joseph Smith were
in moderate circumstances. They were
very industrious, and had held a re-
spectable position in society; but on
this occasion the tongue of slander was
pointed at them, and very soon after
the organization of the Church, vex-
atious lawsuits were commenced, and
Joseph was arrested and taken before
a magistrate and dismissed. He was
again arrested and taken to an adjoin-
ing county and treated contemptuously,
spit upon and insulted in various other
ways. His case was investigated and
he was again dismissed. This time the
mob resolved to treat him to a coat of
tar and feathers, from which, however,
he was shielded by the officers in whose

custody he had been held. It was looked
upon, by many in those days, as a species
of fun to treat Joseph Smith or the El-
ders of the Church, wherever they went,
in a contemptuous manner. The pulpit
and the press almost invariably joined in
the outcry against the new Church, and
the predictions were that in a few days it
would be annihilated.

After a few months a Conference was
organized and missionaries started to-
wards the West, Joseph having been
commanded, by revelation from the
Lord, to establish a gathering place near
the western boundary of Missouri. He
accordingly sent missionaries in that di-
rection, among whom were Oliver Cow-
dery and Parley P. Pratt. On their way
across the State of Ohio they visited a so-
ciety known as the Campbellites, led by
Sidney Rigdon. They preached to them
and baptized Rigdon and about a hun-
dred members of his church, many of
whom, and their children, are citizens
of this Territory today. After this they
continued their journey westward to In-
dependence, in the vicinity of Jackson
County. Soon after this the Saints who
were scattered in various parts of West-
ern New York removed, part to Missouri
and part to Kirtland, in Geauga, now
Lake, County, Ohio, where they founded
a city and built a Temple. In Jack-
son County, Missouri, they purchased
land, built mills, established a print-
ing office, the first one that was estab-
lished in the western part of the State of
Missouri, and opened an extensive mer-
cantile house. They introduced the cul-
ture of wheat and many other kinds of
grain, for the inhabitants of that local-
ity were principally new settlers, and
they cultivated chiefly Indian corn. The
Saints also commenced the culture of
fruit, and although they came there
with little means, the heads of families


