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and fro in the earth seeking whom they
may devour! Only think of a hundred
devils to every being that now exists on
the earth.

Though these spirits had not the full
knowledge of the Almighty; though they
had not that superior knowledge that
reigns in the bosom of the Son of God,
and of many that stood in His presence,
yet they had great information before
their fall. They had stood in the pres-
ence of God, and had, no doubt, learned
many things from His own mouth. How
long they had been in His presence it is
not for us to say, God has not revealed
it. But they had great experience. I
am speaking of the knowledge and the
cunning that these enemies of God pos-
sessed when they were cast down here
to the earth. They have cunning beyond
what you have ever seen manifested by
the children of men. They can, at times,
apparently, be perfect gentlemen when
they enter the tabernacles of the chil-
dren of men. They can become, appar-
ently, very pious, and, if you could not
discern spirits, you would think, from
the manifestations of devils, when in the
tabernacles of many individuals, that
they were perfect angels on earth.

The devil operates in every conceiv-
able form, and this is what the apos-
tle meant when he said, "We do not
merely wrestle against flesh and blood,
but also against principalities and pow-
ers." We have enemies far more power-
ful than men to contend against. The
devil has not the power to take full
possession of the tabernacles of human
creatures, unless they give way to him
and his influence to that degree that he
gets power over them. But we have
not time now to trace the history of
the powers of darkness in early ages;
but will briefly state, that they did
show forth their power in ancient times.

Moses was called of God and ordained
to the holy Priesthood after the order of
Melchizedek, by the hands of his father-
in-law, Jethro, and sent forth with power
and authority into Egypt to seek af-
ter the welfare of the seed of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, in bondage there. Just
as soon as the Almighty began to man-
ifest Himself through the power of the
legal Priesthood, so soon these opposite
powers began to work whenever they
could find a chance; and the individ-
uals through whom they worked were
the principal men of Egypt, the most
popular men they had in their midst—
the priests, magicians, and astrologers
were the ones through whom Satan man-
ifested this opposite power. His de-
sign, no doubt, was to frustrate or de-
stroy the influence of the miracles, signs
and wonders that were made manifest
by Moses among the people of God for
their redemption. Hence when Moses
came before Pharaoh he cast down his
staff and it was turned into a serpent,
or into something having the appear-
ance of a serpent, and was full of life
and animation. That was a great mir-
acle that the Lord saw proper, on that
occasion, to manifest before this wicked
king, that he might have what he had de-
sired, for he had asked for a sign, and the
Lord granted it. But immediately others
were called by the king—the magicians,
soothsayers, and those whom Satan had
gained power and influence over—and
they were commanded to show what they
could do. They cast down their rods and
they likewise became serpents.

Now, here was a manifestation of sim-
ilar power—Moses' rod became a ser-
pent and the rods of the magicians
also became serpents; but by and by
Moses' rod swallowed up the rods of
the magicians. What did that prove?
In the estimation of wicked men like


