OBEYING THE GOSPEL, ETC.

play at ball, yet He permits it. I am
not aware that He ever commanded us
to build a theater, but He has permit-
ted it, and I can give the reason why.
Recreation and diversion are as neces-
sary to our well-being as the more seri-
ous pursuits of life. There is not a man
in the world but what, if kept at any one
branch of business or study, will become
like a machine. Our pursuits should be
so diversified as to develop every trait of
character and diversity of talent. If you
would develop every power and faculty
possessed by your children, they must
have the privilege of engaging in and
enjoying a diversity of amusements and
studies; to attain great excellence, how-
ever, they cannot all be kept to any one
individual branch of study. I recollect
once while in England, in the district of
country called the "Potteries," seeing a
man pass along the street, his head, per-
haps, within sixteen or eighteen inches
of the ground. I inquired what occupa-
tion he had followed for a living, and
learned that he had never done anything
in his life but turned a tea cup, and he
was then seventy-four years of age. How
do we know, but what, if he had had the
privilege, he would have made a states-
man or a fine physician, an excellent me-
chanic or a good judge? We cannot tell.
This shows the necessity of the mind be-
ing kept active and having the opportu-
nity of indulging in every exercise it can
enjoy in order to attain to a full develop-
ment of its powers.

We wish, in our Sunday and day
schools, that they who are inclined to any
particular branch of study may have the
privilege to study it. As I have often told
my sisters in the Female Relief societies,
we have sisters here who, if they had the
privilege of studying, would make just
as good mathematicians or accountants
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as any man; and we think they ought
to have the privilege to study these
branches of knowledge that they may de-
velop the powers with which they are
endowed. We believe that women are
useful, not only to sweep houses, wash
dishes, make beds, and raise babies,
but that they should stand behind the
counter, study law or physic, or become
good bookkeepers and be able to do the
business in any counting house, and all
this to enlarge their sphere of usefulness
for the benefit of society at large. In
following these things they but answer
the design of their creation. These, and
many more things of equal utility are in-
corporated in our religion, and we be-
lieve in and try to practice them.

I will say, now, to the Latter-day
Saints, sometimes you know, if a word
be dropped unguardedly, we are threat-
ened with an army; if we speak a word
out of the wrong side of the mouth we
are threatened with a legalized mob just
as we were in the States. Hence, we
must be careful of what we say, for our
enemies are ready to "make a man an
offender for a word, and to lay a snare
for him that reproveth in the gate." I
will say, however, that if you, Latter-
day Saints, will live your religion there
will be no necessity whatever to fear
all the powers of earth and hell, for
God will sustain you. dJesus is king
of this earth and he will sustain those
who walk humbly before him, loving and
serving him, and keeping his command-
ments. I pray the Latter-day Saints
to be faithful; love and serve the Lord,
keep His commandments, refrain from
evil and walk humbly before him. When
we were in the Christian world, and
were without the Priesthood, we Dbe-
lieved in every good word and work,
in every moral principle, in everything
that tended to promote peace, happi-
ness, morality, and virtue, in fact in



