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the Prophet in cold blood, and they sup-
posed that in killing him and taking him
away their actions would prove a death
knell to what they called "Mormonism;"
but they little knew or understood that
God had left the same power on the earth
which Joseph wielded with such potent
effect. The reins had been transferred
to others, who were prepared to wield
that power, and to step forward and take
the responsibility upon them of carry-
ing forward the work of God. Hence,
there was no diminution of hatred, slan-
der and persecution on the part of mobs
and those who wished to shed the blood
of the Saints.

After the death of Joseph, while the
Twelve were in the East, there was
seemingly a slight relaxation of bitter-
ness towards the Saints, on the part of
the enemies of truth; but it was only for
a few days. When the Twelve returned,
and it was found that the same power
which Joseph had held still existed, per-
secutions on the part of mobs recom-
menced with renewed vigor and bitter-
ness, and they swore out several charges
against the brethren of the Twelve. So
warm did this persecution become, that
the houses of President Young and his
brethren had to be guarded, and each
had to take care of himself, as his blood,
and particularly President Young's, was
sought with just as great eagerness and
bloodthirstiness as Joseph's had previ-
ously been. This ought to have been an
evidence as to who held the authority.

When the Saints were driven from
Nauvoo and were told that it was
the will of God that we should for-
sake the land of our inheritance and
take our journey across the Missis-
sippi and through the then Territory
of Iowa into the far distant West, ev-
ery Latter-day Saint in the land, who
had the Spirit of God, knew the voice

of the true shepherd, and those who were
in the East made preparations, some to
go round by sea and some to go by land,
and join the camp of Israel on its west-
ward march. The land to which we were
hastening was new and unknown to us.
The masses of the people did not know
whether it would be in the wilds of the
desert, on the tops of the mountains or in
some place that would be delightful for
man's habitation. These were subjects
that did not concern the people who were
thus called to forsake their homes. The
Saints sold what they could, which, how-
ever, was very little indeed, for their en-
emies took possession of their property,
and they started westward, following the
man whom God had chosen, and whom
they recognized as God's anointed.

There were those who went back to
Pittsburgh with Sidney Rigdon, and to
Voree, Wisconsin, with Strang; and also
those who tarried in Nauvoo with Wm.
Smith and John E. Page. There were
others who followed Thompson and other
pretenders; but the main body of the
Saints were not to be deceived by these
pretended shepherds. They knew the
voice of him whom God had chosen, and
followed him, confident that they would
be led aright and brought to a place of
safety; and though they were in deep
poverty, and it seemed as though the
prince of the power of the air had ex-
erted all his malignity to make their
travel difficult, the land being deluged
with water; yet they did not faint by
the wayside, for God was with them,
His angels were round about them, and
His Spirit was poured out upon them,
and they had a testimony which gave
them the conviction that they were in
the right path; and when history records
that wonderful deliverance and march,
it will be a matter of the utmost sur-
prise and wonder to posterity that it was


