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of father, mother, four, eight, or twelve
children, as the case may be. They are
Latter-day Saints; they wish to gather
to Zion and to enjoy all the blessings of
Zion; they are anxiously waiting for ev-
ery gift and blessing God has in store for
the faithful, and to be numbered with the
Church of the Firstborn; but when they
reach here, if we go into their houses,
we shall very often find, if they have the
means to do it, that they will perfectly
soak their systems with tea and coffee,
and are perhaps chewing tobacco and do-
ing a little tippling, a little swearing, and
so on. This is the way with some who
were gathered last year. Now, whether
it is better to leave such people to die in
the faith in their native lands, or to bring
them here to apostatize and deny their
Lord and Master, is a question. I think,
if I had the knowledge and the power, I
would never gather another member of
the Church who would apostatize; but I
have not this knowledge. I cannot say
to a man, you stop and let your family
come to Zion. I cannot say to a woman,
you stop where you are, you are in the
faith now, but if you gather you will apo-
statize; but your husband and family can
gather, they will stick to the faith. I
cannot say this, I have not the power,
and hence we see many after they ar-
rive here turn away from the holy com-
mandments. I do not know but what it
would be perfectly reasonable to make
every man and woman, before leaving
their native lands, covenant before God
to observe the Word of Wisdom, let liquor
alone, use no language unbecoming a
Saint, and, in a word, live their religion
after arriving here. Whether it would
be reasonable and consistent to lay such
injunctions on the people before assist-
ing them to gather I do not know. If we
were to say to them, before leaving their

homes, "Now if we gather you home, will
you live your religion?" they would jump
up, clap their hands together, shout "hal-
lelujah," and say, "Yes, we will do any-
thing you require if you will only gather
us to Zion."

Do you not see that I am perfectly tied
up? and so are all the elders of Israel
in this respect. We may lay all these in-
junctions on the Saints, and some would
break them all. All these things are
turned over in my mind, and I look at
every side of the question, sound every
principle and behold the people as they
are. Well, what is to be done? I do
not know any better way, perhaps, than
to gather the Saints and try to sanctify
them after they are gathered together,
for when they are baptized they virtu-
ally covenant to observe all these rules.
When we see the course that the Saints,
or those professing to be such, have
taken in feeding, clothing, and making
our enemies rich here in our midst, it
makes me feel that it is time to cease
gathering those who will not be Saints
indeed. I know, as well as I know that I
am a living being, that there is not one
professing to be a Latter-day Saint, who
has the spirit of his calling, who would
not cease this course as quick as he
would draw his hands out of the fire, if he
thoroughly knew and understood that it
tends to the overthrow of the Kingdom of
God; and the fact that he helped to sus-
tain the enemies of the Kingdom of God
must be attributed to his ignorance. The
people have eyes, but they see not; they
have hearts, but they do not understand.
I will ensure that there are scores, and
perhaps hundreds, looking at me while
I am speaking, who think, "Brother
Brigham, you are a fool; we have as good
a right to trade with one man as an-
other; and we will go to what store we


