GATHERING THE SAINTS, ETC.

can rally. The Bible is good, and we
believe in it more than any other peo-
ple. The Book of Mormon and the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants are the word
of God, and they contain many precious
gems; every line is full of knowledge, in-
telligence, and truth, and is calculated
to be a benefit to us; but yet, above and
far beyond all, we have the living ora-
cles in our midst to tell us what to do to-
day. A great portion of the Scripture we
have was the living oracles to the peo-
ple in the day in which it was given, and
it has become Scripture because it was
given by the inspiration of the Almighty.
It was applicable to the day in which
it was given. We have the living ora-
cles in our midst to give us that which
is applicable to our day. Let us make
our ways correspond to the Lord's, for
we read that "as high as the heavens are
above the earth, so are his ways higher
than our ways, and his thoughts than
our thoughts." We are blessed in having
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His ways made known to us, because He
knows best. He has more knowledge and
understanding and greater ability, and
can perform and accomplish more than
any other power that exists; and that
people only may be said to be blessed
who walk in His ways and do His bid-
ding.

I feel sometimes as though I had
never lived, in reality, until I became
acquainted with the principles of the
Gospel; I feel as though my whole exis-
tence had been a waste. In one sense it
has. I did not know how to serve God ac-
ceptably in His sight. I did not compre-
hend righteousness, neither did I know
how to sanctify myself before Him. We
are taught that obedience is better than
sacrifice, therefore let us go to, brethren
and sisters, with our mights to serve God
and keep His commandments, so shall
we come, finally, to inherit those bless-
ings which are promised to the faithful,
which I pray we may ultimately attain
for Christ's sake, Amen.
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I understand that many of the
brethren and sisters in the old coun-
try lent money to their friends now
here to assist them to emigrate; quite
a number of letters have been sent,
stating that those friends covenanted

before leaving that they would re-
pay that means with the first money
they earned after arriving here, and
that they would also send more than
they had borrowed, in order to assist
those who had previously assisted them.



