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the world. I need not mention them, they
are patent to the eyes of all. The peo-
ple have forgotten God; they do not know
His ways, although there are many well-
intentioned people who are seeking to do
their duty and are living in the hope of a
blessed reward hereafter. They will ob-
tain it. They are trying to stem the tor-
rent of evil as far as it is in their power;
but they do not know "the only true and
wise God, and Jesus Christ whom he has
sent," "whom to know is eternal life;" and
another evil is, they do not try to know
Him, or they would investigate and try
to find out God and His Kingdom.

The Lord is not responsible for all the
evil of which I have been speaking, nei-
ther for all the diversities of religion in
the world. He created man upright, but
man has sought out many inventions. If
the people would seek after the Lord and
be content to walk in His ways, do you
think the diversities in regard to religion
that now exist would be known? By no
means; we should all come, then, to a
unity of the faith.

The Latter-day Saints have great
cause to rejoice, because they are blessed
above all other people. They are learning
the ways of the Lord; and more blessed
are they still, if they follow in them.
They are laying a foundation that will
stand forever. There is no principle of
virtue, truth, holiness, and righteous-
ness but what is calculated to exalt man
in time and forever and ever. Those who
build not on these principles are build-
ing on sand, and their superstructure
will be washed away when the tempest
comes; while they who build on the rock
of truth will be able to withstand all op-
position, and they will eventually obtain
that glory and exaltation that the Saints
now talk about.

These principles are true and can

be depended upon. God is their author;
He is at the helm. He is our Father and
we may come to exaltation in His pres-
ence if we will live for it; and in this
earthly probation we can be co-workers
with Him in the establishment of His
kingdom on the earth if we will serve
Him and keep His commandments. We
may come to Him on His own platform,
on His own terms, but not on our own.
That is the trouble with Christendom,
and the world at large. They are try-
ing to make the Lord's ways correspond
with theirs. Why, they would tear Him
to pieces if they could have their wishes
carried out; they would dethrone Jeho-
vah and overturn His power and king-
dom. Could He exist if the world could
have their own way? A great many called
Latter-day Saints feel a little the same
way; perhaps they do not know it, but it
amounts to no less. I have known peo-
ple come for counsel when they had their
own minds made up about the course
they intended to pursue. All they wanted
was to receive counsel that corresponded
with their notions. If they received that,
all right; otherwise it would not do. All
the world is after is to try to make the
Lord come to their terms; He cannot do
it.

It would be well for us, sometimes, if
we could see a few of our own inconsis-
tencies, and what we require of the Lord.
The plan of salvation is amply sufficient
to save to the uttermost. How? In our
own way? No, in the way that the Lord
has devised. If we are saved in His King-
dom we shall have to bow to His laws; we
cannot be saved without. He has a right
to dictate; He has done so, and it is for us
to do His bidding.

We are blessed in having the liv-
ing oracles in our midst, and in hav-
ing a standard erected around which we


