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obligations by any particular and speci-
fied time, as the merchant is. By turn-
ing our attention in these directions our
capital may be safely and profitably in-
vested, and many who are now but little
better than idlers in Israel might be re-
muneratively employed.

I should say let every young man, and
woman too, learn some way to procure
their own subsistence, and to promote
their own independence; this is incum-
bent upon all. No person should be above
learning some useful occupation, trade,
or business that is calculated to produce
something for his own and the general
benefit. Hundreds and thousands of ar-
ticles are imported here that might just
as well be made in our midst, and if they
were made here it would render us, as
a people, a great deal more independent
and comfortable than we are now. That
man only is truly rich who knows how
to provide for himself and his household.
I do not care how much means he has
in his possession, he only is independent
who has the means of subsistence within
himself, who has the capability of going
forth, and, by his own industry, drawing
from the elements those things which
are necessary for his own subsistence.

I remember reading an anecdote of
Stephen Girard and of a young man
he had had in his employment a long
time, who had received some encourage-
ment, and had large expectations from
him, that when he had attained his
majority he would set him up in busi-
ness. When that time arrived, instead
of giving the young man a draft for a
certain amount of money, he told him
to go and serve an apprenticeship to
some useful trade, by which, in case of
a reverse of fortune, he would be en-
abled to earn his own subsistence. The
young man went and bound himself to a

cooper and learned that trade. In a
year's time he went back to his patron
with a barrel of his own make. The
old gentleman examined the barrel, and
asked the price he could afford them at,
and was told, "a dollar each." Mr. Girard
said it was a good article, and worth the
money, and if he could make as good bar-
rels as that for that price, he had insured
to himself a living in any event that
might happen. For his obedience in going
and learning a trade as the old gentle-
man had directed him, he was rewarded
with a check for twenty-five thousand
dollars to set him up in business.

In case of any reverse of fortune this
man had something to fall back upon.
I have always thought this was a very
good principle to act upon. I would like
to see all of our young men learn some
useful trade or occupation which would
produce for them an honorable living by
their own industry; and if they acquire
this in early life, habits of industry and
order become natural.

By industry we thrive; industry, in
the mechanical and agricultural pur-
suits, is the foundation of our indepen-
dence, and they who obtain a livelihood
by habits of industry are far more hon-
orable members of society than they who
live by their wits.

I heard recently of a city that the out-
siders are endeavoring to start, called
Corinne, which it is said is to be the great
city of the interior West. Who are go-
ing there to expend their labor? Can
cities be built without labor? I think
not. I have no idea that a great city will
be built in the location designated, un-
less a different class of people go there
than is to be found in such places gen-
erally. I have no doubt that the soil
is rich, and that by industry the ele-
ments necessary for the building up of
a great city could be developed. But


