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I am glad, my brethren and sisters, of
meeting with you again in General Con-
ference. Our Conferences form a peculiar
feature in our history, and the people in
all parts of the Territory look forward to
these occasions with far more than ordi-
nary interest, and make calculations to
participate therein.

The past six months have been a
period of remarkable interest. There
has been a marked advancement in the
progress of the work of the Lord and a
great increase and improvement in the
knowledge, sentiments, and feelings of
the Saints since our last Conference, per-
haps more so than in the same space
of time at any period in the history of
the Church since its organization. The
Saints are becoming more united in their
business relations, and in all their asso-
ciations for the purpose of accomplishing
the work that is before them, and if the
old adage, "Union is strength," be true,
we are certainly growing stronger.

The teachings during this Conference
will, as a matter of course, have a ten-
dency to increase this union, to enlarge
the understandings and judgments of
the Saints, and to banish certain anti-
quated ideas which, more or less, have
been woven into our being, and have
formed part of our existence, enable us to
free ourselves from the shackles of tradi-
tion and ignorance and to move forward
more effectually in the discharge of those

duties devolving upon us in connection
with the great and glorious work which
God has entrusted to our charge. It will
also be necessary for us to take into con-
sideration the different points pertain-
ing to the progress of that work.

It was a saying of Joseph Smith, that
he taught the people correct principles
and they governed themselves. A feeling
has been engendered and sent abroad
that the Latter-day Saints are subject
to bondage; but instead of this being so,
they are controlled wholly on the prin-
ciple to which I have just referred, as
having been enunciated by Joseph—they
are taught correct principles and then
govern themselves. When the elders of
Israel have succeeded in informing the
minds of the Saints in relation to any
topic pertaining to the work of God in
the last days, they have accomplished a
great work, and that work is followed by
a feeling of willingness and obedience to
carry out that principle on the part of the
great mass of the Saints.

Last year we made an effort to
bring home the Saints from the Old
World, and a pretty strong emigra-
tion was the result. It will be re-
membered that when the matter was
first agitated, it seemed as if there
was but a small amount of means to
be obtained. Many of the brethren
in the wards felt that they could do
but little, but they went to work and


