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his possession? Where shall we find it?
If T were among the heathen, and had
been taught to worship an alligator, I
should not think it right to worship a
cat; and if it was right to worship a cat,
it would not be to worship a bull; and
if a bull, it would not be to worship a
snake; and if a snake, it would not be
to worship a monkey; and if a monkey,
it would not be to worship sun, moon,
or stars. Were I among the Christians I
would think if the Baptists are right the
Presbyterians are not; if the Presbyteri-
ans are right then the Baptists are not; if
the Church of England is right then the
others are wrong; if the Roman Catholics
are right then others are wrong; and if
any of the others are right the Roman
Catholics are wrong. I cannot conceive
of two ways to go to Heaven and both
right. I cannot think of a God of intel-
ligence, who has created the whole hu-
man family, and who has organized ev-
ery living thing, and adapted them to the
varied positions which they occupy, being
the author of the confusion that exists in
the world in relation to the forms of wor-
ship. But if God is not the author of it,
who is? Where did it come from? I know
that men generally are not inclined to in-
vestigate these subjects.

When I was a boy I used to be
connected with the Church of England.
Theirs is a pleasant kind of religion.
I liked it very well when I was con-
nected with it. They pay the parson
for preaching and pay the clerk for say-
ing "Amen." No difficulty about the mat-
ter, everything moved along pleasantly.
Nobody thought of questioning the par-
son. They considered the whole sys-
tem correct, and that they were all
on the way to Heaven. The Roman
Catholics feel a good deal the same
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way, only their religion is not quite so
easy. They have to do penance some-
times; if they do wrong they may get ab-
solution, but they have to pay for it.

In talking with Church of England
ministers I have sometimes asked them
where they got their authority from.
That is a kind of question they hardly
deem admissible, but they would say,
"Well, if we must confess, we got it from
the Roman Catholics." Where did they
get it from? "From Peter." But, unfor-
tunately, you Episcopalians say that the
Roman Catholics are in error. "Yes, they
are in error.” Well, if that be the case,
how could they confer power upon you?
Do not the Scriptures say if a tree is bad
its fruit will be bad? "Oh," say they, "they
might retain their power even if they had
lost their virtue." Oh, indeed; you ad-
mit that much. Well, if they had power
to bind on earth and to bind in Heaven,
they had power to loose on earth and to
loose in Heaven; and if they had power
to give the priesthood they had power to
take it away, and if they cut you off you
have no authority. They do not like to
reason upon these things; but I do. 1
like to know the "whys" and "wherefores"
in all such things, and to understand
their foundation, especially in matters
pertaining to man's eternal welfare. 1
have generally taken the liberty of ap-
plying the word of God to principles of re-
ligion whether taught by the Methodists,
Church of England, Roman Catholics,
or any others; and when "Mormonism"
was presented to me my first inquiry
was, "Is it Scriptural? Is it reasonable
and philosophical?" This is the princi-
ple I would act upon today. No mat-
ter how popular the theories or dogmas
preached might be, I would not accept



