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bandman rented or let out, and then took
his journey into another country. At the
proper season the lord of the vineyard
sent his servant to receive his share of
the fruit of the vineyard; but instead of
the men who had leased the vineyard
paying up frankly and faithfully what
they had stipulated to pay, they refused
to pay at all, and also cast the servant
out of the vineyard. The lord of the vine-
yard then sent other servants to seek his
share of the fruit of the vineyard, but
they were treated in like manner, some
of them being beaten, whipped, cast out,
and slain. Last of all the lord of the vine-
yard said, "I will send my son; peradven-
ture they will reverence him and have
respect to their agreement, and render
to him the fruits of the vineyard." But,
when the son came, the husbandmen
said among themselves, "This is the heir;
come, let us kill him, and the inheri-
tance shall be ours." And they seized the
son, cast him out and slew him. "Now,"
said the Savior to the people to whom
He addressed this parable, "what will be
done unto these husbandmen?" They an-
swered, "He will miserably destroy those
wicked husbandmen, and will let out his
vineyard unto other husbandmen, who
shall render him the fruits in their sea-
sons." Said the Savior in effect, "This
is a very righteous judgment; even so
shall it be done unto you. I blessed your
fathers and established my covenant
with them; sent my prophets and re-
vealed my word unto you, their chil-
dren, and have called upon you all the
day long, but you have not brought forth
the fruits of the kingdom; you have re-
jected and slain my prophets, and lastly,
you have rejected the Son, therefore I
say unto you, the kingdom shall be rent
from your hands, and given to another

people, who will bring forth the fruits
thereof."

Such was the fate of the Jewish peo-
ple, because they rejected the prophets
who were sent unto them, and, last of
all, the Savior. The Savior revealed him-
self first to that people, and first estab-
lished his church in their midst. He sent
his disciples to preach, not to the Gen-
tiles, but to "the lost sheep of the house
of Israel." They were commanded to con-
fine their labors to these; but they to
whom he first sent his disciples did not,
as a general thing, listen or obey the
message they delivered to them. There
were a goodly number who believed and
were baptized, and from their midst the
priesthood with the Gospel and its ordi-
nances were carried to the Gentile na-
tions, and the Jews, as a nation, were
given over to unbelief and hardness of
heart, their government destroyed, their
towns, cities, and provinces absorbed by
surrounding nations, their devoted capi-
tal city laid in ruins, and of their beauti-
ful temple not one stone was left on an-
other. So complete was the ruin of their
chief city that, subsequently, the very
ground upon which it stood was broken
up and ploughed like a field.

The apostles and servants of God
who were called to be witnesses of Je-
sus went abroad to the surrounding
nations, and everywhere baptized and
built up churches, grafting the Gentile
nations into the "tame olive tree." Is-
rael was likened by one of the ancient
prophets to a tame olive tree and the
Gentile nations to a wild olive tree. It
is said by the Apostle Paul that the
branches of the tame olive tree were cut
off because they were barren and un-
fruitful, and that the branches of the
wild olive tree were grafted into the


