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it is: our own merchants make a calcula-
tion of charging you just fifty percent on
their staple goods, and from one hundred
to five hundred on their fancy goods.
Now these Cooperative Stores sell their
goods for twenty percent less than they
can be bought from the merchants; and
although they sell at a lower rate, the
reason is they recruit their stock of goods
every week if necessary, while our mer-
chants, up till very recently, did it only
about once a year. These little stores at
American Fork, Lehi, Provo, and other
wards and places around, can drive their
teams here in a day and replenish their
stocks of goods, and that enables them
to turn over their money quickly; and if
they put on six or eight percent instead
of fifty, by turning their money over ev-
ery week, in about twelve weeks they
make a dollar double itself. That comes
the nearest keeping the cake and eating
it of anything I know. I have heard peo-
ple say you cannot do that, but those who
are investing their little means in these
stores are actually doing it.

I know that many of our traders in
this city are feeling very bad and sore
over this. They say, "you are taking
the bread out of our mouths." We wish
to do it, for they have made themselves
rich. Take my community, three-eighths
of whom are living on the labor of the re-
maining five-eighths, and you will find
the few are living on the many. Take
the whole world, and comparatively few
of its inhabitants are producers. If the
members of this community wish to get
rich and to enjoy the fruits of the earth
they must be producers as well as con-
sumers.

As to these little traders, we are
going to shut them off. We feel a
little sorry for them. Some of them
have but just commenced their trad-
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ing operations, and they want to keep
them up. They have made, perhaps, a
few hundred dollars, and they would like
to continue so as to make a few thou-
sands; and then they would want scores
of thousands and then hundreds of thou-
sands. Instead of trading we want them
to go into some other branches of busi-
ness. Do you say, what business? Why,
some of them may go to raising broom
corn to supply the Territory with brooms,
instead of bringing them from the States.
Others may go to raising sugar cane, and
thus supply the Territory with a good
sweet; we have to send to the States for
our sugar now. We will get some more
of them to gathering up hides and mak-
ing them into leather, and manufactur-
ing that leather into boots and shoes;
this will be far more profitable than let-
ting hundreds and thousands of hides
go to waste as they have done. Oth-
ers may go and make baskets; we do
not care what they go at, provided they
produce that which will prove of general
benefit. Those who are able can erect
woolen factories, get a few spindles, raise
sheep, and manufacture the wool. Oth-
ers may raise flax and manufacture that
into linen cloth, that we may not be un-
der the necessity of sending abroad for
it. If we go on in this way, we shall turn
these little traders into producers, which
will help to enrich the entire people.

Another thing I will say with re-
gard to our trading. Our Female Re-
lief Societies are doing immense good
now, but they can take hold and do all
the trading for these wards just as well
as to keep a big loafer to do it. It is
always disgusting to me to see a big,
fat, lubberly fellow handing out calicoes
and measuring ribbon; I would rather
see the ladies do it. The ladies can



