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Latter-day Saints; but I soon found that
it was not. The argument of the writer
was in favor of communication with the
spirit world, through the ministering of
angels, being as possible in these days as
at former times. He used precisely sim-
ilar arguments to those used by the El-
ders of this Church; and quoted largely
from the Bible to prove that it had been
quite common for men in ancient days to
have such communications and to pos-
sess the gift of prophecy and the spirit
of revelation, and he argued in favor of
these modes of communication in these
days. I was very much surprised at
seeing such principles advocated by this
book; but immediately, the recollection
of Joseph's predictions flashed across my
mind. I was but young at the time he
made the remark, but I recollected it. I
have had opportunities of watching the
growth and development of this move-
ment from that day to the present time. I
have come in contact with many who pro-
fess to believe in spiritual communica-
tion; and in traveling through the United
States at the present time you will find
a great many individuals who entertain
this belief. What has produced this
change? Why, it is the very thing which
Paul said would come. The people in
his day would not receive the love of the
truth, that they might be saved, "there-
fore" said he, "for this cause God shall
send them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie: That they all might
be damned who believe not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness."
They would not believe the testimony
of the servants of God, therefore they
were given up to hardness of heart and
spiritual blindness. When these things
overtake them they are ready to fall in
with any spirit or influence that will

manifest itself amongst them in an ex-
traordinary manner.

For years after the truth was revealed
men would continue to ask for a sign. "If
you are the men you profess to be," they
would say, "give us some miracle—cause
the blind to see, the dumb to speak, the
deaf to hear, or the lame to walk, that
we may know you are sent of God." How
many thousands of times have the El-
ders been urged to give some exhibition
of power that men might know they were
sent of God. Thousands and thousands
of times have professed ministers of the
Gospel made this request of them. They
would not believe the words of Jesus that
"these signs shall follow them that be-
lieve;" but they wanted the Elders to give
signs to prove that Jesus told the truth.
You know what Jesus says respecting
those who wanted signs—"It is a wicked
and adulterous generation that seek a
sign, but no sign shall be given them."

The Elders of this Church have
proved the truth of the words of Jesus,
that it is a wicked and adulterous gener-
ation that seek for a sign. You will gen-
erally find that they are wicked men who
ask for this kind of evidence. A wicked
man is not satisfied with the truth or
with the testimony of the servants of
God, nor with the calm, heavenly in-
fluence of the spirit of God which rests
down upon those who receive the truth
in honesty. No, such a man wants a
sign; he wants to hear somebody speak
in tongues, or to see the eyes of the blind
opened, or the deaf made to hear, the
dumb to speak, the lame to walk, or the
dead raised to life. Something of this
kind he must have; the testimony of the
truth, though borne with angel's power,
has no effect on such a heart. He wants


