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every hand, and that the people, gener-
ally say, and have been saying for years,
that "the Latter-day Saints are deceived,
and that their organization will speedily
come to an end." Yet, despite these say-
ings, the work of God still goes on and is
making rapid strides towards the fulfill-
ment of that high destiny which its Au-
thor has predicted concerning it. When
you compare this work with the work
that was done by Christ and His apostles
you will find a great analogy between
the two. If we are everywhere spoken
against and our names cast out as evil,
they were served the same way; if we are
hated, so were they; if we are despised
and condemned, they were not consid-
ered worthy the society of their contem-
poraries, many of whom thought they
were doing God service by killing them.
If we were the first whose names have
been cast out as evil, or if this gener-
ation were the first that had hated the
truth, our case would be pitiable indeed;
but in every age, from the days of Noah
down to the age of the apostles, this has
been invariably the case. Every man to
whom the heavens have been opened and
who has received revelations from God
has been hated by his fellows; his life has
been sought, and he has had no peace
on the earth. No matter how numerous
such persons have been they have been
hunted and driven. So true is this that
Stephen the martyr, when being stoned
to death, taunted the Jews with their
unbelief and the acts of their ancestors.
Said he, "Which of the prophets have not
your fathers persecuted? and they have
slain them which showed before of the
coming of the Just One."

Most of the prophets that ever
lived on the earth, of whom we have
any account, have suffered martyr-
dom. And not only has this been

the case with the prophets, but also with
Jesus himself, that Being who came to
the earth clothed with the power and
authority of the Godhead—although His
glory was hid from men. He who spake
as never man spake, and labored as
never man labored in the midst of the
children of men, performing mighty mir-
acles and doing wonderful works, but
what kind of treatment did He receive?
He was hated, spit upon, cast out from
among men, and finally killed; and His
disciples and apostles after Him shared
the same fate.

We have a glorious array of prede-
cessors; and it is a source of consola-
tion and encouragement that we do not
stand alone in this respect, and that
in former times, men have been hated
and despised as we are hated and de-
spised, today, and for no other cause
than for preaching the truth in its purity
and standing up in defense of holy and
pure principles revealed from heaven.
In fact the persecutions and hatred the
Latter-day Saints have been called to
pass through, instead of being an evi-
dence against, are an evidence in favor
of the truth of the work they are engaged
in. Jesus says, "Woe unto you, when
all men speak well of you." He warned
His disciples of danger when their names
here honored and when all men spoke
well of them.

I have said that the Lord has blessed
His servants in sending them forth
to preach the Gospel. The same re-
sults have followed their preaching as
followed the preaching of the Apos-
tles of Jesus anciently. Those who
obeyed their teachings were united, so
are the Latter-day Saints. I have
seen them, and so have you, coming
from the four quarters of the earth,
mingling together, not knowing each
other's language, nor familiar with each


