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ever?" This is an inquiry that every man,
who professes any faith whatever, in
Christ, should make, even if he does not
endorse the idea that has been taught
and testified to by the Latter-day Saints,
viz., that God is a God of revelation, and
that He has revealed Himself again in
the latter days as He did in former days.
For my part, with the view I now have
respecting God, with the light that has
been thrown upon my mind by the teach-
ings of the Elders of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, I could
not be satisfied unless I had something
more than the world say it is possible
for men to obtain at the present time.
I could not be satisfied with the records
that we have in our midst containing the
testimony of men who lived hundreds of
years ago. I could not be satisfied to
base my faith, and my hopes of salva-
tion and future glory upon a testimony of
what they realized any more than I could
be satisfied when hungry by reading an
account of a good meal partaken of by
somebody else. I should want something
more than this. I should want to know
for myself that God is what others have
said He is. I should want to know that
He lives today, as He did 1,800 or 2,000
years ago, or as He did in the morning
of creation. And if it were possible for
men, by the exercise of faith, to obtain a
knowledge for themselves, I would con-
tend for that knowledge until I obtained
it. But the Lord be praised, we are not
in this condition. We know that God is
the same that He was yesterday or in the
days of Jesus. We know He is the same
God that He was in the days of Noah,
Moses, Abraham, and other prophets
who lived previous to the coming of Jesus
Christ. We know this because we have
obeyed the form of doctrine taught an-
ciently, which has been revealed again in

our days, and we have received the same
testimony that the people of God enjoyed
anciently. We have repented of our sins,
have been baptized for the remission of
them by those having authority; have
had hands laid upon us for the recep-
tion of the Holy Ghost, according to the
practice of the apostles of Jesus in an-
cient times, and we have received the
promised spirit and its gifts, which bear
witness unto us that we are born of God,
that He is pleased with our offering and
has accepted us.

It is no wonder that we are united; it
is no wonder that men from various na-
tions who have come to the Territory of
Utah are united. They have been alike
in their obedience, and are alike in their
faith and testimony. It is no wonder
that for five hundred miles—from the ex-
treme north to south of this Territory—
settlements have been formed, whose in-
habitants dwell together in unity and
peace, worshiping God in the same man-
ner, submitting to the same require-
ments and obeying the same ordinances.
These are the results of obedience to
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. These are
the results which followed obedience to
that Gospel anciently; and these results
would have continued to the present day
had that Gospel and the authority to
preach it been preserved from the apos-
tles downward.

There is no better evidence that
new revelation is needed than is to be
found today throughout so-called Chris-
tendom. Visit the cities of Christendom
outside of this Territory, and what do
you see? Confusion and division; the
churches and meetinghouses of various
denominations with their spires point-
ing heavenward, and people passing and
repassing to fill these places of wor-
ship, all professing to worship the same


