THE SACRAMENT, ETC.

that are calculated to elevate our minds,
to impart comfort to our spirits, and
to bring peace, joy and happiness,
whether reflecting upon things of the
past, present or future.

To be a Saint of God is to occupy
a high position before God, angels and
men. The light of truth, the revelations
of Jehovah, and the holy priesthood,
which the Saints of God enjoy, are the
greatest boons that Heaven can bestow
upon mortals. In this respect we stand
alone in the midst of the nations of the
earth; and in this respect we approach
nearer to the object of our creation and
the designs of our being than any other
people that exist, at the present day, on
the face of the whole earth. Notwith-
standing our many weaknesses, imper-
fections and follies the Lord still contin-
ues His mercy, manifests His grace and
imparts unto us His Holy Spirit, that our
minds may be illuminated by the light
of revelation. He is still leading us on-
ward, very slowly, it is true, in the paths
of life, in the way that leads to principal-
ities, powers, thrones and dominions in
the eternal worlds.

We stand, as I have already said, a
distinct and peculiar people; for what-
ever our weaknesses and imperfections
may be, and they are many, there are
no people at the present day who en-
joy the privileges we are in possession
of. Who is there that is acquainted with
God? To whom has He communicated
His will? Where are the people who to-
day rejoice in the blessings of revelation?
Where shall we find, today, an organiza-
tion of the holy priesthood? Where shall
we find a people to whom God communi-
cates His will? Nowhere. There are no
people who profess this, or lay claims to
associations of this nature, or to bless-
ings similar to those we enjoy. You
may search in vain among the nations of
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the earth for such a people. You may
investigate the various religious, social
and political systems that exist upon the
face of the earth and it is nowhere to
be found. We stand alone in this par-
ticular among the nations of the earth—
the blessed of God, the adopted of the
Lord, the chosen of the Great Jehovah,
to whom He has deigned to manifest His
will, and reveal His purposes; and by
whom he designs to build up His King-
dom and to establish righteousness upon
the earth.

We occupy then, as I stated before, a
very important position, and it is well
for us, Latter-day Saints, to consider
well our pathway, to reflect on our ac-
tions, and to seek to pursue that course
whereby we shall be able to magnify our
callings, honor our God and our priest-
hood, stand approved before God, angels
and men, and acquit ourselves in all re-
spects as Saints of the Most High God:
that we may ask and receive the bless-
ings of Heaven upon us, upon our wives
and children, upon our progenitors, and
our posterity worlds without end.

Our religion is not a religion of a day,
a month, a year or a lifetime; but it
reaches back into eternity, operates in
time and stretches forth again into eter-
nity. It embraces every truth that ever
did exist, that exists now, or ever will ex-
ist. It is adapted to the wants and capa-
cious desires of immortal minds. It em-
anated from God and leads back again
to Him, and it is very properly said that
in Him we live and move and have our
being. As immortal beings we are inter-
ested in the light of that truth which He
has developed and in the blessings of the
everlasting Gospel of which He is the au-
thor. And standing in this capacity it is
well for us to consider the course we pur-
sue.



