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ple; and God would bless them again,
and they would begin to rise up and
prosper in the land. But perhaps in
the course of three or four years a peo-
ple that were almost wholly righteous
would turn from their righteousness to
folly, sin, and wickedness, and bring
down another heavy judgment on their
heads. And thus generation after gener-
ation passed away among the former in-
habitants of this land, and they had their
ups and downs. Every time the major-
ity of the people transgressed, a tremen-
dous judgment would come upon them;
and every time they repented before the
Lord with all their hearts, He would turn
away His wrath and begin to prosper
them.

Now, these same decrees, which God
made in relation to the former nations
that inhabited this country, extend to
us. "Whatever nation," the Lord said,
"shall possess this land, from this time
henceforth and forever, shall serve the
only true and living God, or they shall
be swept off when the fullness of His
wrath shall come upon them." Since this
ancient decree there are many nations
who have come here. And lastly Euro-
peans have come from what is termed
the old world across the Atlantic. And
lately the Chinese are beginning to come
across the Pacific, and this continent
is becoming extensively peopled. Many
millions are already upon it. They have
constructed many great and populous
cities and have become very powerful
on the face of the land; but they are
nothing compared with the numerous
hosts of the Jaredites that once spread
over all the face of North America. But
yet they are numerous, and are con-
sidered one of the most powerful na-
tions on the face of the whole earth;
and their resources are very great, and
the prosperity which attended our fore-

fathers in establishing settlements on
the face of this land, in establishing a
free government, with freedom of the
press and religious worship, was very
great.

They imagine to themselves that this
prosperity is to continue forever, that
there is to be no end to their great-
ness. Now I can tell them, as I have
told them ever since I was a boy, their
greatness will not protect them; their
present prosperity will not protect them.
There is only one thing that will pro-
tect the nations that inhabit North and
South America, and that is to turn to
the Lord their God with all their hearts,
minds, and strength, and serve Him with
full purpose of heart, and cease from
all their wickedness. That will protect
them. If they will do this they will spread
forth and become ten times stronger and
more powerful than they have ever been,
and the Lord their God will bless them
more abundantly than hitherto. But on
the other hand if they will not do these
things the decree that was made in an-
cient times is just as certain to be ful-
filled as the sun shines in yonder heav-
ens.

We have seen, in a very small degree,
the chastisement of the Almighty upon
the present powerful nation of which we
form a part. Great has been their chas-
tisement in some respects; but in other
respects they hardly seem to feel it. But
still look at the desolation that certain
portions of our fair country have had
to endure by the depredations of hos-
tile armies one against another. Tens
of thousands rolling in the dust in their
blood; whole towns and cities laid waste,
and the country for hundreds and hun-
dreds of miles, as it were, in perfect des-
olation. Railroads that cost millions torn
up, cars and merchandise destroyed, and
the whole country involved in a debt


