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and to bring all our supplies for 1,200 or
1,400 miles. We labored in this desert
country, from which the Heavens with-
held rain, and yet we had to cultivate the
earth. Now, visitors exclaim, "what an
industrious people you are!" We were al-
ways so. When we settled in the state
of Missouri we made the prairie blos-
som like the rose. But our enemies lied
about us and published scandal concern-
ing us, although we were law-abiding.
There was not a solitary man in the
county of Jackson, who held office, who
was a "Mormon," yet there was never a
lawsuit or complaint against the Latter-
day Saints up to the time the mobs in
Jackson County broke loose upon us and
drove us away and robbed us of our
homes; and when the mob published
their manifesto, to which the whole of
them placed their names, they declared
that the civil law gave them no hold of
"this people, who profess to heal their
sick with holy oil." The Apostle James
says, "if any are sick, let them send
for the elders, who shall anoint them
with oil, and the prayer of faith shall
save the sick." The Latter-day Saints be-
lieved and practiced this, and this was
urged as a reason for driving us from our
homes, tearing down our houses, tarring
and feathering the bishops and leading
men, whipping the Elders, destroying
their property, and sending them forth,
outcasts, into the world. This puts me
in mind of the old Quaker, who was
very particular about taking life. He
was very much annoyed at a dog that
came into his store, but not wishing
to kill him, he said, "I'll not kill thee,
but I'll give thee a bad name," so he
turned him out, at the same time cry-
ing, "bad dog, bad dog!" Somebody hear-
ing this, thought the Quaker said, "mad
dog," and shot him. After they had
turned us out they gave us a bad name.

These circumstances have a tendency
to impress deeply upon the minds of
the Latter-day Saints a determination to
know why they are such. The God of
heaven has revealed to us that this is His
work. He has implanted in the hearts of
the faithful a living, burning, eternal tes-
timony that this is the only way of salva-
tion, and that all things else are compar-
atively worthless.

Why have we penetrated these moun-
tains? To establish ourselves here that
we might enjoy religious liberty. We have
sacrificed more for religious liberty than
any set of men in this generation and
we are here for this purpose. And in
every act of our lives we should do our
best to preserve unchanged, and unal-
loyed the pure faith of the everlasting
Gospel which God has revealed to us for
our salvation.

I bear testimony that these things are
true, and that God did inspire His ser-
vant Joseph Smith and the Elders of Is-
rael to lay the foundation of the only
true Church upon the face of the earth,
and did inspire His servant Brigham
Young to lead forth the Saints to build
up Zion in the chambers of the moun-
tains in these last days—and this is the
path to celestial glory. Oh, but, says
one, "Are you going to send everybody
who does not believe in 'Mormonism'
to that burning lake you were talking
about?" No, we are not, we expect that
God will deal with every man accord-
ing to his works, whether good or evil;
but we testify that no man can ever at-
tain to the fullness of the blessings of
celestial glory without obeying the ordi-
nances which God has revealed to the
Latter-day Saints. But there is a glory
of the sun, and of the moon and of the
stars, and one star differeth from an-
other star in glory; so it is in the eternal
worlds; in the great diversity of glories
there is a place for all in accordance with


