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copy of that work was in Cowdery's
handwriting.

When Joseph Smith commenced to
bear testimony to the things of the king-
dom and to tell the people to repent of
their sins and put away their hypocrisy
and corruption, and to be baptized for
the remission of their sins and receive
the laying on of hands for the reception
of the Holy Ghost, the Holy Ghost fell on
them who obeyed, and bore testimony to
them that they had received the truth.
And thousands of the Elders have testi-
fied throughout the earth that they knew
this was the work of God, for God had re-
vealed it unto them; and they have de-
clared that all who would humble them-
selves before the Lord and obey the prin-
ciples of the Gospel, though they might
subject themselves to the jeers and scoffs
of those around them, and suffer perse-
cution at the hands of mobs, would re-
ceive a testimony from God that this was
His work.

The Elders, in bearing this testi-
mony, have received anything but en-
couraging treatment. They have been
mobbed, stoned, daubed with tar and
feathers, driven from place to place and
persecuted in every way. The pulpit
and the press have teemed with abuse
against them, and the whole Christian
world has appeared to be anxious to de-
stroy the "Mormons" as they are called.
Elder Parley P. Pratt, before receiving
the Gospel, was a minister of the Re-
formed Baptist, or Campbellite, Church
in Ohio. This sect had a brick meet-
inghouse in Mentor, Geauga, now Lake
Co. The people who owned this house
had prided themselves on their great
liberality, they would give everybody a
chance to preach. Bro. Pratt, wishing to
preach to them went there but found the
door shut against him, and the congrega-
tion assembled outside. He preached on
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the door step. Quite a number of
his former Christian brethren had gone
to a neighboring grocery and qualified
the inner man with something stimu-
lating, and having supplied themselves
with eggs, and procured a drum and
fife they marched backwards and for-
wards in front of the speaker, throwing
their eggs at him until their supply—five
dozen—was exhausted. Elder Pratt kept
on preaching and bearing testimony of
the truth of the Gospel. Among those
present who seemed to enjoy the scene
was a Campbellite, a grave looking dea-
con, to whom a young man, a stranger,
who happened to be present said, "Is this
the way you worship God in this coun-
try?" "Oh, no Sir!" answered the deacon,
"that man is a 'Mormon." The stranger
then remarked, "his talk is very reason-
able." "Yes," said the old gentleman, "but
he is a 'Mormon,' and we do not intend
that he shall preach here." "He appears
very cool,” remarked the stranger. "Yes,"
said the deacon, "he is used to it, he has
been in such scrapes before."

This circumstance illustrates the
manner in which the Elders were re-
ceived when they went forth to preach
the Gospel, and it required the testi-
mony of the Holy Spirit, a strong sense of
duty, and revelation from the Almighty
to stir them up to go forth under such
circumstances. Not only did this perse-
cution extend to those who preached the
Gospel, but to all believers, for, although
the Saints were industrious, peaceable
and virtuous, every kind of falsehood
was told against them, their houses were
torn down, their property destroyed and
every species of injustice and cruelty was
heaped upon them.

Our labors in these valleys will
prove that we are an industrious peo-
ple. When we came here we had
to make the roads into the country



