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you today and tomorrow and every day,
until it saves you in the kingdom of God
and brings you to a perfect state of felic-
ity and happiness in the presence of the
Father, will you have it?

I want to say again to the brethren
and sisters—and this is the great se-
cret we are teaching in the School of the
Prophets—be exclusive enough to sus-
tain the kingdom of God. We want our
means ourselves, and if we trade with
outsiders at all we want it to be yon-
der at a distance, and not here. What
do you say to this, friends? Is it wis-
dom? Try it, and see what you would
do under the same circumstances. Have
you been driven from your homes? Yes,
there may be a few from the Southern
States who have been driven from their
homes and suffered the loss of all they
had on earth; but it was not for their re-
ligion. We suffered at the hands of Mis-
sourians and Southerners for our reli-
gion; they have suffered for their wicked-
ness. We have never suffered as they
have. But we do not want to suffer again;
we do not want to be driven from our
homes again. We like this country, and
we do not want to support any persons
in our midst who will lay a foundation
to overslaugh this people so that they
will have to pull up stakes and leave.
"A burnt child dreads the fire." Do you
know it? Put your hand in the fire un-
til it has burned you severely, and it will
cause you pain enough to remember it
for years, and until you have forgotten
that pain you will not want to put your
hand in the fire again. But we did not
put it there, somebody else did.

Have we not the right to our own
money? We are not digging for gold
and silver; we are not bringing a so-
ciety here among whom you can hear
shooting all night long through our

streets, or cursing and swearing or fid-
dling and dancing. Do you want this
"civilization," outsiders? There may be
a few who do not. I will tell you what
the priests want. They want to see a
groggery at the corner of every street,
and houses of accommodation between
and behind them, and they want to hear
cursing and swearing, and they want
to see drinking and carousing and the
drunkard falling in the street and rolling
in the mire, then they could come along
with their long faces, crying, "Oh, what a
sinful people!" We do not want any such
thing. We want to see every countenance
full of cheerfulness, and every eye bright
with the hope of future happiness.

Do you suppose you can find a per-
son on this earth who is not seeking
for happiness? There may be a few
who, if they are not seeking for happi-
ness, are seeking to get rid of their mis-
ery. This makes me to think of one I
heard of who committed suicide in New
York, in one of those fine houses, which
you would suppose was a palace, where
ladies and gentlemen live in a perfect
paradise, but which are in reality gam-
bling houses. This individual that I
heard of had played there all night, and
in the morning, when his last dollar was
gone, he leaned back on his seat and
said, "I am played out," and drawing a
pistol from his pocket he shot himself
and fell dead on the floor. This man
sought to get rid of his misery.

The whole world are after happi-
ness. It is not in gold and silver, but
it is in peace and love. Did I say
love? Yes. You watch your own feel-
ings when you hear delightful sounds,
for instance, or when you see anything
beautiful. Are those feelings productive
of misery? No, they produce happiness,
peace, and joy. Well, then, pursue and
walk in that path that leads to that, and


