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To the Latter-day Saints the Gospel
of life and salvation is worthy of partic-
ular attention. In my reflections upon
the great work that the Lord has com-
menced, its operations appear marvelous
to me. I look upon those who have sepa-
rated themselves from sin with a great
deal of pleasure and delight; they are a
very peculiar people. When the elders
go and preach the Gospel, all who have
the privilege of hearing, with a very few
exceptions, are convinced of its truth in
a greater or smaller degree. Perhaps
there may be a few who have received
traditions to that degree that the truth
cannot find the way to their hearts; but
such persons are very rare. When a man
preaches the Gospel by the power of God
sent down from heaven, it is hard for me
to believe that they who hear him are not
convinced of its truth. Then, when I look
upon the few of the blood of Ephraim
scattered among the people who have the
courage, fortitude, and self-will to ac-
knowledge the truth of the Gospel and
to yield obedience to it, I think they are
very peculiarly organized.

This Gospel is adapted to the ca-
pacity of the whole human family.
Why are the principles of truth and
the people whom embrace them so
ridiculed? I can attribute it to noth-
ing but sin, or a determination to do
that which is wrong. Go to these
portions of the world where the El-

ders have labored their lives almost out
to preach to the people the words of
eternal life and to put them in posses-
sion of that which would save them here
and hereafter, and it has been the fact
that hardly a word of truth has been
told about us. This is astonishing. And
this work, according to the words of the
prophet, is "a marvelous work and a
wonder." It appears to me that if the hu-
man family had the least conception of
the principles of life and salvation, they
would not do as they do, or they must be-
lieve that they would be chastened, like
disobedient children, who many times,
seemingly, are disobedient expressly to
be corrected. There is no need of this,
especially among the Latter-day Saints.
What few words I have to say to them
is upon this wise—be perfect, wise, pure,
holy, and fear and revere the word of the
Lord, His commandments, and require-
ments.

When we look at the Latter-day
Saints we ask, is there any necessity of
their being persecuted? Yes, if they are
disobedient. Is there any necessity of
chastening a son or a daughter? Yes,
if they are disobedient. But suppose
they are perfectly obedient to every re-
quirement of their parents, is there any
necessity of chastening them then? If
there is, I do not understand the princi-
ple of it. I have not yet been able to see
the necessity of chastening an obedient


