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not wish to trade with them. Others of
our merchants also contributed liberally.
The poor are deserving of it. Why? Be-
cause from them they got their means.
The merchants of this city have got hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars from the
poor, and if they give a little back to them
it is no more than their due.

How our friends, the outside mer-
chants will complain because we are go-
ing to stop trading with them! We can-
not help it. It is not our duty to do it.
Our policy in this respect, hitherto, has
been one of the most foolish in the world.
Henceforth it must be to let this trade
alone, and save our means for other pur-
poses than to enrich outsiders. We must
use it to spread the Gospel, to gather
the poor, build temples, sustain our poor,
build houses for ourselves, and convert
this means to a better use than to give it
to those who will use it against us.

We have talked to the brethren and
sisters a great deal with regard to sus-
taining ourselves and ceasing this out-
side trade. Now what say you, are
you for it as well as we? Are we of
one heart and one mind on this sub-
ject? We can get what we wish by send-
ing to New York for it ourselves, as well
as letting others send for us. We have
skill and ability to trade for all we need;
and if we have to send abroad we can
send our agents to buy and bring home
what we need. My feelings are that ev-
ery man and woman who will not obey
this counsel shall be severed from the
Church, and let all who feel as I do
lift up the right hand. [The vote was
unanimous.] That is a pretty good vote.
You who feel otherwise have the privi-
lege of lifting up your hand to signify the
same. I guess it was pretty nigh right.

Joseph used to say, "When you get the
Latter-day Saints to agree on any point,
you may know it is the voice of God." I
knew this before, but now it is proven to
the whole people.

Will the nation find fault with us for
this? No. Will the commercial world find
fault? No; they will say, "This is the first
trait in the 'Mormon' character we ever
saw worthy of notice; it is praiseworthy,
and they will be blessed." That is what
they will say. Why there is scarcely a
decent man comes here but what says
"Why don't you 'Mormons' do your own
trading? Why do you sustain outsiders?
It is the most impolitic thing you can do."

I wish to say to the Conference that
for one I feel well satisfied with our
labors. We have labored diligently to
sanctify ourselves and the people. If we
succeed in doing this we shall be pre-
pared to inherit life everlasting in the
presence of our Father. I will say to
all people, to those in the church and
to those out, I want it distinctly under-
stood that if we, that is myself, my coun-
selors and my brethren the Twelve Apos-
tles, and all who are heart and hand with
us, can succeed in getting this people to
come together in their feelings to sustain
themselves and let other people alone, it
will be one of the proudest days of our
lives. We spread this to the world. Would
to God that we had influence enough to
induce all the inhabitants of the earth
to listen to and obey the voice of God
through his servants, to repent of their
sins, be baptized for their remission and
live to the glory of God that they might
receive eternal life. I pray that this may
be our lot, and I ask it in the name of
Jesus.

This Conference is now adjourned un-
til the 6th of next April.


