SOUTHERN MISSIONS, ETC.

construction; but we can afford to wait.
We shall outlive all erroneous ideas.
There are a great many points con-
nected with this question which might be
dwelt upon. It is an important matter,
and one that should claim our earnest
attention and calm consideration. The
question is, Will we sustain the Kingdom
of God or will we not? Will we sustain the
priesthood of God or will we not? This
power of which I have been speaking,
or more properly, this antagonistic class
in our midst, flatter themselves with
the idea that when it comes to the test
this people will desert their leaders and
cleave to something else. This is an illu-
sory hope. The Latter-day Saints know
too well the source of their blessings.
We have obtained a knowledge from
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God respecting this work; we know that
it is of more value to us than all the earth
besides. As I have said, we have forsaken
former homes for it. The great majority
of the first settlers came without shoes
to their feet, and passed the first two or
three winters in moccasins, and ate but
a very scanty allowance of food. What
was this for? Because we had obtained a
knowledge of the blessings of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. It is no less dear to us
now that twenty-one or twenty-two years
have elapsed. God has proven to us that
He is still willing to bless and sustain us
and to give us the victory over all our en-
emies. He has endowed His servant with
superhuman wisdom to guide this peo-
ple. We have seen this and we rejoice in
it. Amen.
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I wish to say to those who are called
to go on the Southern mission, that I ex-
pect some of them cannot conveniently
go; if so, they can be excused just as
others have been. I think we called
about one hundred and seventy-five one
year ago to go on the Southern mis-
sion. Of those who responded to that
call and went south, twelve or fifteen
stayed; the rest have returned, I do not
know whether to see their mothers or
not. We hope a few will go out of this

company, and a few of those will return
who were called last year. We have our
reasons for requesting the brethren to
go into those new settlements; if they
do not know the reasons now, let them
wait until they do. We calculate to
spread abroad, and when we have set-
tled one valley we calculate to settle an-
other. We are settling north, south, east,
and west, and we mean to keep it up.
There are some who will be excused.
One of the brethren has excused him-



