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able manner, you would find that these
fair-weather friends would soon take
their flight and leave us to our fate, just
as their predecessors did when the army
came here from the east, as I met a whole
company of them going to California by
the southern route. It may be said "these
are exceptions." I do not doubt but there
are men among our merchants who are
very fine men. I would as soon deal
with them in the eastern States as with
anybody else; but it is because they are
in Salt Lake City that I am opposed to
them. "Ah, that is exclusive," it may
be said. I confess it is exclusive. I do
not want a power to be brought into our
midst as the wooden horse was into Troy.
I do not want a power in our midst inim-
ical to us, and that, as President Young
has said, poisons everything around it.
If such a power flourishes here, I wish
it to flourish without our aid, and sub-
sist without our contributing to its sub-
sistence. If it can sustain itself after we
have withdrawn our support, well and
good. If there is government patronage
and travel enough to sustain a class of
this kind in our midst, all right, I have no
objections. But the point at issue is for us
to withdraw our support from this power,
leave it to itself and sustain ourselves,
and trade with those who are one with
us in building up the kingdom of God. If
outsiders want a paper, Sunday Schools
and preachers, all right, if they sustain
them themselves. Then they are in the
hands of God. But while we sustain them
or contribute of our strength to do so,
we have no claim on the providence and
deliverance of God our Heavenly Father.
We cannot ask Him to deliver us from a
power that we ourselves have fostered,
and which we are sustaining. As I have
said, if they were in the East we would

have no objections to do it. Some can-
not see any difference between sustain-
ing them here or elsewhere. Why, when
they are there they have no interest in
exciting a crusade against us. If they
have no contracts to get, it is no object
for them to have thousands of soldiers
here. But while they are here it is an
object for them to try and create a feel-
ing against us in the East. It is an ob-
ject with them while here to try and have
men of their choice elected for city and
Territorial officers, and to get the whole
machinery of the Territorial government
into their own hands. Why? Because
they are here, and consequently their in-
terests are here; but if they were in New
York, Chicago, London, or San Francisco
they would have no interest in any of
these things. They would look at our
money and be as glad to take it as any-
body else's money.

I expect some of our friends will say
this is a confession of weakness on our
part, and that we are alarmed for the
perpetuity of the power of the Priest-
hood. Let it be granted; I am willing they
should put this construction upon it. I
care not what construction they put on
our words or our addresses during this
Conference. The fact is we want to warn
the people, and to stir them up to the ne-
cessity of taking the course we are urg-
ing upon them. That is our duty, and
it makes no difference what others may
think about it. Time will prove whether
the Priesthood will be perpetuated or
not, or whether the majority of this peo-
ple will give heed to those who are not of
us or not; and whether they will aposta-
tize because they can get goods cheaper
from an outsider than they can some-
where else; even if such is the case,
which, however, is not true. Time is
the great rectifier of all these things.
We may labor for a time under mis-


