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be a literal kingdom, a temporal king-
dom and a spiritual kingdom; but while
we are in a temporal state, and possess
our temporalities, our abilities must cor-
respond with the spiritual kingdom that
we believe in. Consequently we have a
kingdom that is actually spiritual, and
to the natural eye it looks like a tem-
poral kingdom. Still it is the kingdom
where God dwells, even in these earthly
tabernacles, consequently these taberna-
cles must be preserved in the truth, in
righteousness, purity, and holiness, or
the Lord will not dwell therein.

We are called upon as individuals,
each of us who form this community, to
come out from the wicked world, from
Babylon. All those who believe the his-
tory given by John, the "beloved disci-
ple,” know that the time would come
when the Lord would call upon all peo-
ple, who believe in Him, delight to do His
will, and seek to understand the require-
ments of heaven, to gather out from the
midst of Babylon. John wrote plainly in
reference to this gathering, and we have
believed it. We are called upon to come
out from among the wicked, as it is writ-
ten, "Come out of her, O my people," that
is, come out of Babylon. What is Baby-
lon? Why, it is the confused world: come
out of her, then, and cease to partake of
her sins, for if you do not you will be par-
takers of her plagues.

This people, whether they wished to
separate themselves or not from the rest
of mankind, have been forced to do it.
Ask the Latter-day Saints, if after em-
bracing the Gospel, they had the priv-
ilege of associating with former friends
and neighbors on the same terms as they
did previous to receiving the Gospel, and
their answers will be, that the thread
of affection that formerly existed seemed
to be severed, that former friends
forsook them, they passed them by
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and turned their eyes another way, and
would hardly speak even when they met
in company. Is not this the fact? It is
as far as my experience has gone, and I
have had a tolerable opportunity of test-
ing the matter. We have been forced to
separate ourselves, been under the ne-
cessity of leaving the society of those who
did not believe as we did. We have been
driven from our homes time and time
again without the privilege of disposing
of our property, and have taken joyfully
the spoiling of our goods repeatedly, until
we were under the necessity of fleeing to
some land where there were none whom
we could annoy.

If we have annoyed our neighbors so
seriously, the question naturally arises,
From what did this annoyance proceed?
Was it from drinking and carousing, or
hallooing in the streets by night? Was
it from revelling by day or night? Was
it from intruding on the rights of our
neighbors? No, not from any of these
causes by any means. What was it,
then? This people believe in revelation.
This people did believe, and do believe
that the Lord has spoken from the heav-
ens. They did believe and do believe that
God has sent angels to proclaim the ev-
erlasting Gospel, according to the tes-
timony of John. It was this that gave
rise to the malice, hatred and vindictive
feelings that have been so often made
manifest against them. Some may say
it was the political world. It was not
so, although they had a share in it. It
may be said that it was the moral world,
but why should they entertain these
feelings towards us? Are the Latter-
day Saints immoral? O, no, their faith
teaches men, women, and children to be
as moral as people can be. This cannot
be the reason then. It was neither the
political nor moral world; then whence



