THE VALUE OF ATTENDING MEETINGS, ETC.

Councils would never make the applica-
tion of "Gentile" to a man or woman, sim-
ply because he or she was not baptized,
for that has nothing to do with it either
one way or the other. I want the brethren
to learn this, and everything that is use-
ful.

A few words now with reference to
the isolation that Bro. Carrington has
been talking about. @ We have come
out from the world that we might bid
farewell to sin; and we are not only the
salt of the earth, but we are the light of
the world. Do you suppose that if a man
wanted a light that he would light a can-
dle and put it under a bushel, or where
it could not be seen? No. And do you
think that our Father, who has revealed
the way of life and salvation, the path in
which every person should walk in order
to gain eternal life, would put that light
under a bushel? No, He has put it in on a
candlestick and set it in a place where it
can be seen by the whole world. Are we
isolated? No, I do not think we are. We
are right in the great highway from sea
to sea. And instead of the railroad being
any detriment to us, all I have to regret
is that they tried to get it on the north
side of the Lake; we want it in this city
where it belongs. And that is not all, the
attempt to carry it in that direction is an
insult to the people of this city, for in so
doing they have tried to shun us. They
would not have had a telegraph or rail-
road across the continent, and coaches
would not have run as they do now for
one generation yet, if it not had been
for the Latter-day Saints; and for them
to try to take it away from us I look
upon as an insult. We do not care about
it; we are in the habit of being insulted
and imposed upon. Far from wishing
not to have a railroad, it ought to have
been built years ago. When we came to
this valley we never traveled a day with-
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out marking the path for the road to this
place. We anticipated it, and if they had
done as they should have done, instead
of going to war and killing each other, we
should have had a railroad long ago.

These are my feelings with regard
to the railroad; and whether it comes
through this city or not, it is all right, be-
cause God rules, and He will have things
as He pleases. We can act, but He will
overrule. Man proposes, but God dis-
poses. He does it all the time, and it
is all right, just as right as it is for the
grasshoppers to come and teach us what
the Lord can do when he opens the win-
dows of his judgments from His secret
chambers. He can chasten or consume
a nation with grasshoppers at His plea-
sure. If we do not understand it now, we
shall see the time when we shall have
to come to the mark, and shall be able
to see and understand the providences
of God. He is teaching us to lay up our
breadstuffs. How many of our sisters
are there here who have gone into the
field and gleaned wheat, and after get-
ting it cleaned, instead of laying it up,
have taken it to the stores and sold it
for a trifle to buy a tassel, artificial for
their bonnets, a waist ribbon, or some
frivolous thing that was of no earthly use
to them? The Lord is going to teach us,
and we may as well begin to understand
His providences. The Lord knows what
he is doing, and it is all right.

A few words now, with regard to
preaching. The greatest and loudest ser-
mon that can be preached, or that ever
was preached on the face of the earth,
is practice. No other is equal to it. Can
we preach to the world by practice? Yes,
we are preaching to them by setting out
these shade trees. When they come here
from north, south, east, or west, they say,
"Your city is a perfect paradise, with its



