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called the Greek Empire, adopted the
western faith—the Latin Church. This
Latin faith became almost the law of the
land throughout western Europe, and
was also planted in America, especially
in South and Central America and Mex-
ico, and in Canada. It was planted in
America by means of the sword. There
were in Europe a great many consci-
entious men who could see most terri-
ble corruption in this Latin Church, and
they were not satisfied. In 1160, Peter
of Waldam, a town of France, obtained
the translation of the four gospels into
French, and with his followers he com-
menced vigorously preaching against the
corruptions of the Roman church, deny-
ing the supremacy of the Pontiff. One of
the Reformers painted on one side of a
large room Christ riding to Jerusalem on
an ass; and on the other side the Pope
making a triumphal entry into Rome to
receive his consecration, and this called
attention to the marked contrast.

A great many Christians wanted to
visit the Holy Sepulchre, which was in
the hands of the Mahommedans. One,
Peter the Hermit, made this pilgrimage,
and was treated roughly by the Mus-
sulmen. He returned home, and com-
menced to preach the redemption of the
Holy Sepulchre. He aroused nearly all
the western nations of Europe into a
furor to redeem the Holy Sepulchre. In
1095, 30,000 men started the first cru-
sade led by this fanatic Peter. On their
way they inflicted great cruelty on the
Jews wherever they passed them. The
expedition failed, however, and most of
these who composed it perished. But
the spirit to redeem the Holy Sepul-
chre was thoroughly awakened among
the western nations of Europe, and a
number of princes, warriors and men
of wealth and great renown espoused

the holy cause. They led magnificent
armies; and hundreds of thousands bled
and died on the plains of Palestine
around Jerusalem. In 1099, Godfrey de
Bouillion, succeeded in taking the city
of Jerusalem, and the Mosque of Omar
was dedicated as a Christian Church.
The Crusaders kept possession for about
ninety years, when it was wrested from
their hands by Saladin, Caliph of Egypt,
who is said to have washed the Mosque
of Omar with rose water and rededicated
it to the worship of Mahomet.

This made the nations a great deal
acquainted with each other. The knights
of England, France, Spain, Germany,
and Italy were side by side in those cam-
paigns, which were repeated about 150
years—costing the lives of two millions
of men. They fought in the common
cause, and it had a tendency to make
them acquainted with each other, and
probably perpetuated, to some extent,
that universality of sentiment which ex-
isted for so many years in regard to
the Catholic faith. However, divisions
arose, and the northern nations of Eu-
rope became Protestant under Calvin
and Luther. Scotland became Protes-
tant under the lead of certain very de-
vout divines. England became Protes-
tant under Henry VIII, who first wrote
a work in defense of the Catholic faith,
which caused the Pope to confer upon
him the title of "defender of the faith."
He put many to death for not strictly ob-
serving the Catholic religion. He then
renounced the Catholic faith through a
personal quarrel between him and the
Pope, and assumed to be the head of
the church, and put men to death for
not believing in his spiritual supremacy,
so that he killed men on both sides of
the question. This continued during his
lifetime, and during the short reign of


