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appeared on this great Western Hemi-
sphere, peopled by numerous nations—
the remnants of the House of Israel, of
whom our American Indians are the de-
scendants. They saw Jesus as well as
the Jews at Jerusalem. They beheld the
wounds in His hands, in His feet, and in
His side. They saw Him descend clothed
in a white robe; they saw Him come
down into the midst of their assemblies,
in the northern portion of what we call
South America. They heard Him open
His mouth and teach the multitude as-
sembled on that occasion. They gathered
themselves together day after day as far
as they could to hear Him teach.

They felt His power as well as the
people on the Eastern Continent. The
glorious principles of the gospel were
taught to them as well as to the Jews
at Jerusalem. They had the privilege of
being immersed in water for the remis-
sion of their sins, and having hands laid
upon them for the outpouring of the Holy
Ghost as well as their brethren in the
distant land of Jerusalem. They heard
His voice proclaiming the gospel which
he had introduced for the salvation of the
children of men, and also explaining the
scriptures and prophecies and unfold-
ing all things that should happen even
down to the end of time. They wrote His
teachings as did Mark, Matthew, Luke,
and John. The teachings and writings
of the disciples and apostles that were
called on this American continent were
recorded, as well as his sayings on the
land of Asia. They had the privilege
therefore of knowing about the plan of
salvation as well as the people of what
we term the Old World. That testimony
has been brought to us. How? By the
ministration of an holy angel of God.

But even then, we could not obey
this gospel. The revealing and trans-

lating of this book by inspiration did
not give authority to Joseph Smith to
baptize, to lay on hands for the gift of
the Holy Ghost, or to administer the
Lord's Supper. No, he only did the work
given him to do—reveal the record of the
gospel as taught among the Israelites
of the American continent. Could the
Church arise or anybody be baptized
from that? No; it required still further
authority. Authority to translate is one
thing, authority to baptize is another.
Authority to reveal the Book of Mormon
is one thing; authority to build up the
Church and Kingdom of God is another.
But God did afterwards give the author-
ity to baptize and build up His Church.
How? By sending angels from Heaven
who, themselves, had the power to or-
dain persons to be Apostles. An individ-
ual who does this must hold the Apostle-
ship himself; no other being would have
authority. Whom did the Lord send to
restore the Apostleship again to earth,
and to confer it on Joseph Smith? No less
personages than Peter, James, and John,
who were with Jesus when he was trans-
figured in the mount, who then heard the
voice of the Father. These persons who
held the keys of the Kingdom of God, and
had power to administer its ordinances,
laid their hands on this great modern
Prophet that he might be filled with the
Holy Ghost.

Again, did this Church arise accord-
ing to the wisdom, power, and under-
standing of men? No; God gave com-
mandment in relation to it, and pointed
out the day on which it was to be orga-
nized. And according to this command-
ment and revelation it was organized
with six members on the 6th of April,
1830.

Here is the great difference between
us and the religious world. And,
how immense is the difference! If


