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ago, if we had then lived? We could
have read the letter of it; we could have
read what God did when He had au-
thority upon the earth. But reading a
thing is entirely different from receiv-
ing it. Reading about new revelation,
prophecies and ministrations of angels
is one thing, but the actually receiving
them is entirely another thing. You can
read these things and never enter the
Kingdom of God; but if you receive them,
and continue faithful, you have a testi-
mony, a witness within yourselves that
you are accepted of the Lord our God.
All other hopes are vain. It is in vain
for us to look for all the blessings of
the gospel, when there is no priesthood
or authority among the children of men.
Moreover, what were the blessings that
followed the administration of the Holy
Spirit? That is a part of the gospel just
as much as faith and repentance. The
servants of God were entrusted not only
with the ministration of the word and
the outward ordinances, but Paul says,
"God has made us able ministers of his
spirit." There was something that had
power in it, when the authority was on
the earth. It gave power to administer
the letter and the outward ordinances;
and it also gave power to administer the
Spirit according to the promise that God
had made. Hence we find, that when
the people at Samaria were baptized,
through the preaching of Philip, they did
not then receive the Holy Ghost. But
when the apostles at Jerusalem heard
that the Samaritans had received the
letter of the word, through Philip, they
sent Peter and John; and when they
came down and prayed for them, and
laid their hands upon them, they re-
ceived the Holy Ghost.

Here then is an instance of the min-
istration of the Spirit as well as of
the water. Here was a power that

attended the ancient apostles. They had
authority given to them, from on High
to administer in this higher ordinance
wherein the Spirit of God was shed forth
abundantly in the hearts of the children
of men.

But we do not wish to dwell on the
subject of this great apostasy and the
loss of authority of which we have been
speaking. We desire to dwell upon
a more pleasing subject, namely, the
restoration of authority and power to
minister the word, and the ordinances,
and the Spirit of the gospel, to the chil-
dren of men.

"Has such authority been restored"
inquires one? Yes; if it has not, nei-
ther you nor I can ever obey the gospel.
We may hear it preached, but we never
can obey its ordinances, without such
restoration. The great question is, "How
was it restored?" The Latter-day Saints
are ready to answer this question.

As God, from time to time, since the
beginning, gave His authority to men, in
different dispensations, so He has again,
in the last dispensation, sent His an-
gel from Heaven. Does this stumble
you, that God has sent a messenger from
the courts of glory, down to our earth?
It is something contrary to the tradi-
tions of the Christian world. It is some-
thing that does not agree with the no-
tions of our forefathers for many gen-
erations. It does not stumble this con-
gregation; they would not be sitting on
these seats today if they had not believed
this with all their hearts. An angel has
been sent. What for? In the first place
to reveal the Book of Mormon, contain-
ing the testimony of the fullness of the
gospel in all its plainness, as it was re-
vealed here on this continent. By whom?
By our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
When? Soon after His resurrection from
the dead. Soon after He had finished His
ministry in the land of Jerusalem, He


