THE LORD'S SUPPER, ETC.

from the earth communication between
earth and Heaven was closed, who could
be their successors? No individual
could hold the office or receive it unless
God sent new revelation from Heaven,
pointing out by name the individual
upon whom the authority and calling
to preach and administer in His name
should rest.

If revelations were given in the sec-
ond, third, fourth, fifth or any of the fol-
lowing centuries, where are those rev-
elations? They are not in the Bible.
Can we find them among the records of
the Roman Catholics? No. What do
we find there? According to the testi-
mony of their bishops, archbishops, and
most learned men, they believe in no
new revelation; but they take for their
guide the traditions and revelations that
have been handed down to them. We
judge them out of their own mouths. If
there have been no revelations given to
the Catholic church, as they themselves
testify in their writings, then there has
been no Pope called to sit in the chair
of St. Peter; no bishops nor archbishops
to act in the places of the ancient apos-
tles; and they are all impostors. Perhaps
I ought to qualify that saying a little.
There may have been some of them who
were very sincere in following the tradi-
tions of their fathers, and who received
the priesthood among the Catholics with
all the sincerity that characterized some
of the heathen priests, in receiving their
priesthood from their fathers. But sin-
cerity does not prove authority; and we
have their own testimony that all au-
thority was cut off from them, and that
there was no man designated by name
through revelation to occupy the position
of St. Peter in Rome.

Again, come down to about three
centuries ago, when the first Reform-
ers came out and began to testify and
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protest against the Mother Church, and
what do they exhibit? We are hunting
for authority. They have invented arti-
cles of faith, and these alone are the ba-
sis of their authority. As a sample we
may take the Church of England in the
days of King Henry the Eighth. We may
also take the Reformers on the Continent
of Europe under Martin Luther, Calvin,
and various other great Reformers. Men,
no doubt, who were sincere and who did
much good among the people. But let us
hear their testimony. They declare also
that the canon of scripture is full. In this
respect, they follow in the tracks of the
old "Mother." They exclaim, "No revela-
tion, no voice of God; no inspired prophet
or apostle; no communications with the
heavens, no ministration of angels."

Well, then, what have you got? Oh,
we have the scriptures of the Old and
New Testament. But the scriptures do
not call you to administer in the ordi-
nances of the gospel. The scriptures did
not name you, Martin Luther, nor you
John Calvin, nor any of you Reformers,
as the individuals to go forth to bap-
tize the people and establish the king-
dom of God. "Oh, but," says one, "the
scriptures tell us to go into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature.”
They do not tell you any such thing.
That commission was given to men who
lived 1,800 years ago. It did not mean
Paul, Timothy, Titus, or Barnabas, but it
meant the eleven men, and them only.

"But," says one, "did they not have
others to assist them?" Yes, but they
did not act by virtue of that commission
which Jesus gave to his apostles, just be-
fore he ascended to the presence of his
Father. That applied to the individuals
to whom he spoke, and to no others. Paul
could have had no authority to preach or



