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care of them? It is just as consistent to
expect that the Lord with supply us with
fruit when we do not plant the trees;
or that, when we do not plow and sow
and are saved the labor of harvesting, we
should cry to the Lord to save us from
want, as to ask Him to save us from the
consequences of our own folly, disobedi-
ence and waste. It is said, by some, that
the Lord is not going to tell His servants
to gather His people here to starve. That
is true; but the Lord has said, "Gather
the poor from the nations;" and to the
people here, "Gather and save the pro-
duce I put within your reach, and pre-
pare against a day of want." Suppose a
hundred thousand or a million of starv-
ing people were coming here, and we had
only grain to last for a couple of years,
with famine around; they would offer
their gold and their silver and their plate
and their precious things for bread to
eat, and you would hand it out until all
was gone. Then you could sit down and
look at the riches you had got, until all
would perish together with hunger. This
would be so, unless the people act more
wisely than they do now.

We have had peace in these moun-
tains since we came here; and the pro-
tection of the Lord over this people has
been as visible to me as when Moses
caused darkness to come upon all the
land of Egypt except the land of Goshen,
where the children of Israel dwelt. But
what credit is due to us before the Heav-
ens and the earth, even supposing we
had such faith as to get the Lord to
fight our battles and do for us what
we could do for ourselves? Not a par-
ticle. He requires obedience at our
hands. One of the prophets has said,
"To obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams;" and it
is written, and I have never heard it
contradicted—it was said in the days of
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Jesus and His Apostles, and it has been
said in this our day—that we shall be
judged according to our works and not
according to our faith. One of the Apos-
tles has said, "Show me thy faith with-
out thy works, and I will show thee my
faith by my works." If a man heals a per-
son who is sick, it does not prove that
he keeps all the commandments of God.
One man went to Jesus and said, I know
you have power; my servant is sick, and
if you come and touch him he will be
healed. And Jesus said he had not seen
such faith in Israel. And he said, "Your
servant is made whole." Was it the faith
of this man who came to Jesus, or the
charity and mercy of the Savior, by which
the sick person was healed? Jesus saw
the man's faith, and he said I will bestow
a blessing here; and in this is manifested
the mercy of God. In many things are
the mercies of God made manifest; and
for the people to turn around and claim
that it is because of their righteousness,
is foolish and wrong. If these grasshop-
pers were all moved away it would not be
because of the righteousness of the peo-
ple, but through the mercies of God. It
is for us to live so that we can claim the
blessings of God. You recollect reading
of the brother of Jared, Mahonri Mori-
ancumer, who saw the Lord. If he had
not kept the commandments of God he
would not have had power to see the fin-
ger of the Lord. But he was faithful in
all things, and this gave Mahonri such
exceeding great faith that he had a right
to the blessings he asked. If we were to
keep the commandments of God, as he
did, we would have the right to claim the
blessings even as Mahonri had. But if
we will not be obedient in all things we
cannot claim them. If we are obedient
in all things He will bestow upon us ev-
ery blessing we desire; if we are obedient



