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the situation of the Latter-day Saints?
It is. This is our profession before the
Heavens and all the inhabitants of the
earth. Yet when we examine the feelings,
views, wishes, desires, and aspirations
of this people, we see them wandering
after almost everything but that which
they should possess. With all these pro-
fessions, and our willingness to forsake
fathers, mothers, sisters, brothers, wives
and children, houses and homes, and the
comforts of life for the gospel's sake, we
are yet far from aspiring to the holiness
and the purity and perfection of Latter-
day Saints. That people should forsake
everything on the earth that would nat-
urally be dear to them, of a worldly na-
ture, for righteousness' sake, and then
fall into a deeper vortex of folly and sin
than they were in before, is astonishing.

My mission to the people is to teach
them with regard to their everyday lives.
I presume there are many here who have
heard me say, years and years ago, that
I cared very little about what will take
place after the millennium. Elders may
preach long discourses concerning what
took place in the days of Adam, what oc-
curred before the creation, and what will
take place thousands of years from now,
talking of things which have occurred or
that will occur yet, of which they are ig-
norant, feeding the people on wind; but
that is not my method of teaching. My
desire is to teach the people what they
should do now, and let the millennium
take care of itself. To teach them to
serve God and to build up His Kingdom
is my mission. I have taught faith, re-
pentance, baptism for the remission of
sins, and the laying on of hands for the
reception of the Holy Ghost. These prin-
ciples you were taught in foreign lands.
You are teaching them to your children.
There is scarcely a child in Israel but
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is looking forward with anxiety to the
time when he or she will be baptized.
These things we understand alike. We
have been baptized and have had hands
laid upon us for the reception of the Holy
Ghost. We have been taught to exercise
faith, and to enjoy the gifts of the gospel.
What has to be taught now? How to
live. Have they to be taught to send for
the Elders when they are sick, and that
the prayer of faith will heal them? They
understand these things. We are to be
taught with regard to our everyday life
in a temporal point of view.

Some may think they have the priv-
ilege of going to the gold mines or do-
ing as they please, without being in-
structed concerning their temporal du-
ties; that no person has a right to in-
terfere with their temporal matters. Yet
we have been performing labors year af-
ter year from the beginning, of various
kinds, that the people have not seemed
to think have had anything to do with
temporal matters. I commenced such
labors in the beginning of my career in
the ministry. When the people believed
and received the gospel, I commenced
my temporal labors. They were bap-
tized, which is a temporal work. By
the laying on of hands—another tempo-
ral labor—they received the Holy Ghost.
When they received that Spirit they saw
they were to be gathered out from among
the wicked. They saw the judgments of
God were to be poured out upon the un-
godly. This they saw in the vision of their
minds. They saw the Saints were to be
gathered out, understanding this by the
Spirit which they had received. What
had to be taught to them then? To gather
up their little substance; if they had a
farm or possessions, to sell them; and
gather up with their families and friends
and substance, to the land of Zion. And



