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God, the children of Zion, the children
of light. We are here for the express
purpose of separating ourselves from the
world and establishing that order of gov-
ernment that we read of in the Holy
Scriptures; and we desire to see the glory
of Zion upon the earth that has been spo-
ken of by the Prophets of God.

The mass of the people in Christen-
dom are taught to believe in the Bible,
and they are taught to believe that Je-
sus is the Christ, the Redeemer and Sav-
ior of the world. This is the tradition
of our fathers. This has been taught
to us. And the Christian world have
sought to understand enough with re-
gard to the plan of salvation to prepare
them to enjoy the happiness and bliss
of a world where righteousness reigns
triumphant. A portion of the Christian
world say they are preparing for the Mil-
lennium and the Second Advent of the
Savior; but their lives and conduct do
not agree with their professions. They
are taught to believe the sayings of Je-
sus and the Apostles and Prophets, suf-
ficient to die by, and that they may be
prepared to enjoy heaven hereafter; but
they have no idea of making a heaven
here on earth, of building up the King-
dom of God, that Jesus can come and re-
ceive his own. Our traditions have been
to try and get through this world hav-
ing religion enough and belief enough
in Christ so that we could leave it and
go where we could enjoy heavenly bliss
forever. The Christian world have very
limited ideas with regard to the King-
dom of Heaven on the earth. We as
Latter-day Saints have confessed before
Heaven, before the heavenly hosts, and
before the inhabitants of the earth, that
we really believe the Scriptures as they
are given to us, according to the best un-
derstanding and knowledge that we have

of the translation, and the spirit and
meaning of the Old and New Testa-
ments.

We have confessed before angels and
men, and have acknowledged by our acts
that we believe most assuredly that Je-
sus has called upon us as his disciples—
those who will receive the truth, obey
His commandments, observe His pre-
cepts and honor His laws, to come out
from among the wicked, to separate our-
selves from sinners and from sin. If we
have not confessed this by our acts as
well as by our faith, then we are mis-
taken concerning the gathering of our-
selves together. But we have confessed
it, and we do believe it, and it is for us to
live according to that which we acknowl-
edge. We acknowledge the covenant un-
der which we live; we believe it, and are
honest in our belief; and we will honor
that covenant by obedience to the laws of
God. If we do not, our words and our ac-
tions contradict each other. By our acts,
by our coming together, by our leaving
our homes, our friends and our birth-
places that were dear to us according
to the customs and belief of the world,
we have declared our desire to serve the
Lord. We have left the graves of our
fathers—as our natives here would say,
who lay great stress on birthplaces as
well as many civilized nations; many
have left fathers and mothers, brothers
and sisters; and some have left husbands
and some have left wives and children:
what for? Because they believed in the
words of Jesus and His Apostles, as well
as in the Prophets and in the testimony
of the Prophet Joseph and the Elders
who have been sent unto them. This
people have confessed this, and have
shown to the world that they are hon-
est in their belief; and that they are will-
ing to carry out in their lives the spirit
and meaning of this faith. Is not this


