WORD OF WISDOM, ETC.

up a people and kingdom. That which
is manufactured here, though it cost ten
times the amount it would cost in the
east, is the cheaper, for that is the com-
mencement of independence. The man
or the family who carries on home man-
ufacture is laying the foundation for true
and lasting independence. They are
helping to emancipate the people here
from the thralldom under which we have
groaned, sweat, toiled and bled for years.
This Territory has been bled of its money
and life by this erroneous idea. We must
stop this drain or we will sink into slav-
ery more abject than that felt by any
other people on the continent. The cause
of God requires us to take a different
course, and if we pursue that marked out
for us, means and facilities will increase
on every hand. We would like to see it
fashionable in the Territory to dispense
with all articles that are imported. But
now, when one family procures an im-
ported article, their neighbors feel that
they are not in the fashion unless they
have the same. One lady and gentle-
man must have a fashionable bonnet and
hat, and their neighbors must have the
same. You can see the result—these
fashions make us slaves. Our young
ladies are ashamed to go into company
unless they can dress like their compan-
ions; our young men feel the same. And
it is not confined to one class; we all par-
take of it to a certain extent. We must
reform; there is nothing more apparent
than that. We must change our habits,
and make it fashionable to have arti-
cles of our own manufacture, and dis-
pense with all articles that are not so,
unless they are absolutely necessary for
our comfort and well-being.

The Lord has multiplied around
us every facility for making us a
great and mighty people. @ We have

225

been able, in an astonishing manner, to
create comfortable homes; the land has
been touched by the power of God, and it
yields to us of its strength in abundance.
Nowhere on the face of the earth can food
be raised of a better quality than here.
Our cereals, fruit, and vegetables are un-
surpassed in the world. We can also pro-
duce the finest of hemp, flax, wool, and
silk. All these articles can be produced in
abundance here, if we will bestow the at-
tention and care necessary for their cul-
ture.

When we reflect upon our position
twenty years ago—then this Territory
was a desert and we were cut off by
almost illimitable stretches of barren
waste from the rest of the world—we
can realize to some extent what God has
done for us. Now we and our children
and the stranger can dwell here in peace,
comfort, and security. This should stim-
ulate us to press forward. There is no
work too great, under the blessing of
God, for us to accomplish if we will only
exercise the ability and power that He
has bestowed upon us. I look forward
to the day, and I trust it is not far dis-
tant, when we will have everything in
our midst necessary to make us a great
and mighty people; when our young peo-
ple will be the best educated, trained to
the best manners, dressed in the best
clothing, and appear to better advantage
than any people on the continent or in
the world. I look forward to this; and it
seems to me that it is in the near future.
Great and wonderful changes will be ef-
fected in Zion. Our young people will
be educated in true principles; they will
be healthy and beautiful, filled with the
Holy Spirit, and attractive to God and
man. Our habitations will be delight-
ful to visit; our orchards and gardens
and all our surroundings will be the most
beautiful that can be imagined. Is there



